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C H R I S T M A S  I N  A M E R I C A
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It' s o Fott!
Christmas was not established

as a legal holiday throughout the

U.S. until late in the 19th cen-

tury.
In 1659 the Purltan colonY ln

Massachuseits Passed a law that

anyone "found obsening any

such day as Christmas or the

like, elther bY forbearing labor,

feasting or in anY other waY'

shall be fined five shillings.''

ManY earlY Americans who re-

fused to work on Christmas

either went to jail or Paid fines'

M ThePhoeniiGazette
DECEMBER 22, 1967_

w a s n ' t  t h a t  s t r a n g e  o f  t h e  c h r i s t i a n  f o u n d e r s  o f

Amer ica? Is  i t  poss ib le  they  knew someth ing  you dont t

know about  ' rC l t r i s tmbs?r t  P lease read a l l  o f  the  pages
j .n  t i r i s  book .  They  w i l l  show you why ' rchr is tnasr t  cones

l l

I Cttristmos I
t Wos Bonnedr
I sosrox (AP) - curtmarl
lwas once banned in Bslon. I
I nre Puritans forbadc thel
lcelebration of Christma-< bel
lcause it was a "Pagan fea!t." I
I Bpl5gepalians reere the fustl
Itn dostori to o,bserve the holiday.
lThev were followed bY increas'
ling-numbers of Young Peoplel
lwho raised 18th century eYel
lbrows with "fttlics, a revelingl

lfeast and ball." i
I Sut it wasn't until 1856. thati
Ithe legislature - recognlzlng al
llosins-battle when it saw it-l

ls"viin.and made Christmas ai
llegal holidaY

Christmos
Wos Bonned
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The world's most Po'Pular
Christmas Chb

i:*.:, W*7'r
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I
Poachers l
are rifling I
tree farms i

thtt d Prcst btenatlooal 
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S&lTTlf, W.ir - With I
p.i@ mbl. fir letchlng as I
muri  u '2 r  l@l,Christmat I

;HRISTIIAS

16:,r,,,

trec ruller! arc plagunS
US. Forcst Senice planta'
tion! ed prlvata t.ec larns
to tha point where lhe l€der_
al Buteau of lnvest igal lon ha3
b.en calied to catch the
poachd!.

Morc tltu 510 trea! hav.
beeo 3tol .n fron thc whrte
It ivcr fJ istr ict  0t  the Snoqual-
mc Natro4al l  ord.t  s l thir

tlri loil lll1} llllhtr otl(llhrl
f i r  forcsB In the Pacrl ic nor-
thwqt have been hr l  l ln lut
es hard.

Supervier Dotr R. Camp
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WHO GETS THE WORSHIP  ?
"BLessed

counsel c
uay of si
the scow,

) i '.€* ;{:"ryff.
i H r ;iffi.,I,i'J1ffii r ::it#,f fW

r l r r . l i c l r r s f l i , l c r l o I a r r l r e l l o l i d a l  l r c e L i g l r t i n g l " e s t i v r l a r t t l a l r i g " ( ) o , r o "

' l ' o  
l rc  : t l r l r t r i t l  [ r : s t i v i r l

r r l r r l  t t l r  f r o t r r  l l o * r l

r " I l t e  
A r l z o n a  R e p u b l l c

S m d a t ,  D e c . 3 ,  l g : t

Studi.rr, steuls lrcurts aL cil,y Lrec Liglnht'u
LY ATl l lA I IAnI)T

t) ick Van ])rk4 charmed the tho6,nds of pereN sln

rs amed on the I ' tnxnix Civic (bnler la"t  night '  lxr t  S3nta

!!Lile!i!g-!s!:.
" Ilrrrrahl' lhe cro*d crinl -.4-qjll as. the,rul illti tthitc-

hilicked Fmtlmian r ith a lon{ white bcad clinrtnl the

]Fl lum.
' M e m ' O \ r i F t m a s r "  h e  l e l l r d  h r r k .

l . {) l jN r \ t i lMted lhe cnvd mosl l !  momnli6,  da(hies and

l i t t le chi ldren-at 6.m0 to ?,f fn.

Pople lx Fn Arr iv ing in lat .  af  lFmmn l tr  the ci t l  s l lo l id?)

Trm Ljgbthq Fesl ival ,  which oty off ic ials s:y ni l l  tnotne

bn annuai t ! . rnt .

Rr 5:r)  p m.,  an lpur bcl .rrp 1lr  lFl idat hrn {at lo drn.

l lFrt  $O had arr ived to sel .rne t l )P Cbris lmas S'.sh to

lhe Val ley.

Ac the Wesl l l igh almnrs, East l l j rh Bra(s l l0ralds and

I'hqnix fkr] s (1rit presntFl ftri<tmmol lrnqrams, thF

rrud gra, inl lv Ti l l .d into ( l r t ral  Avenuo, bl .rcksJ lo tral

t r  bv I ' tncnix pol ice.

9m? of the chi ldren sho lel l  their  parrnts lo crord r lasPr

h dre e( t i ! i ty "aid they caM tt  {Atrh Van I)1!e. rhn re" i t rd
" f h "  l , i t t l F s t  A n q e l '  s h i l e  a  l r h l . a r r  o f  t h e  ( l h r i s t m r s  1 a ' P .

a4mnl. le $i lh angels in g. ld halos, 833 t tr formrd nlop the

l ' t rnnir  Art  Vuseum.

Th" T1'  and-motie Nm.dian i  l l  )earr ld drught.r ,  C.r ie

U r t h ,  j o i n r r l  h i r n  o n  a  r r , c r j r n  l ) e n , h  d e c k e r l  $ i r h  r c d  ) i h l t ) r i s

and sr lrroundcd by . lvcs

T h e n  S r n t r  a r r i v c d  i n ,  m o l o r i z c d  s l e i g h .  b r i n I i n g  s i l h  h i r n

l t r lor . lohn l)r iggs ^nd a bcl lv lu l  o[  'ho ho hos '

I l c  g a v e  l h e  r n r l ' o r  a  h i g  h r r g  a n d  h a n d e d  h i m  I  l r e s n n t -
lhe hr l tnn lo l , rrn or th.  l rghts of lhe cj ly s i l . l ) f l ]  i lv!  25- lryrt

C a l i f o m i a  p r n o  t r . r .

Tle .rowd oohrxl  and ihh.d ind lhan mo\cd rry-.1 t l i "

raauest of Sinle and thc nalnr lo refroshmenls, art l i l i :p la\s

an<i more f i rn in lhc l ibrarr audi l rrr i r rm and cdrrt \ . rd.  L-hi l

There u.re a lew mllmblcd cr i l i . isrns from lhose uho . i r)"

m l ime nn, l  $cre push.d 1o lhe back airr l t  not being abir  t .

sfe van I) ik.  and alxxrt  b. 'ng bl inded b! Tv l ights.

' l 'herc s.r .  a lc$ lost chr ldren rcuni led with their  parct ls

af ler the carpnrnn].-ai ld more lhaD a lew slomJrd on tmr.

R r m .  o l  t h ^  r r o i r d  l f ^ r j g h l  t h e  f r i c r  t a g  f t r  t h €  l , ) n g n . e d l e d

f i n "  s a s  a  l r t l l e  h i r h
" ' l -hat 's i t?" l l rs l , leafor Latto chucklcd when asked whal

she thought o[ the tr .e.  I  can t  bel ieve that s the one."

I ) r r t  t h e  m o s l  s . r i o u s  n r i s h i p  o f  t h e  e v e n i n g  s a s  o n  s t a g e .
"(nlch 

)ou !e gd m! beardi  '  funla cr l6l .

And the maj;nr,  \ \hn cerght the b€ard as he grabbcd the
mi(Toptrna, l f t  go.

, l
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I S  C H F
Ansr

Frorn the p
s e r v a t i o n  o f
c a l l e d  r r t h e  C h
obvious that  l ' l
dec ided l y  NOT
deed  the  day  i
cos t l y  p repa ra

The  Sc r i p t r
mind is ennity
t t w o r l d , t t  1 . e .
G o d ,  a c t u a t l y  J
" I e  

S n a L L  b e  h t
( I l a t t  .  24 :9 ,  l n l i
"because ye (C,
haue chosen got
hctteth you, t '  ("
no t  t o  be  su rp l
i f  the uor ld hc

And so thal
w a s  d i r e c t e d  p r
D isc ip les  ,  " I f

Me,before i t  hc
And yet  th(

Word  a l l  o f  t h t
s c r i p t i o n  o f  r r t

r i t u a l s  o f  I ' C h t

p a s s i o n  !
How can th i

s t i r red at  TI ' I IS
p roc la imed  as  t
Sav i . o t r r  o f  t he



t 'Blessed is the man thot ualketh not in
eounsel of  the ungodLy, nor standeth in
uay of s inners, not '  s i t teth in the seat
the  scormfu l .  "  (Psa ln

the
the
of

1 : 1 )

I S  C H R I S T M A S  C H R I S T I A N ?
Answered by Pastor  Sheldon EnrY

F r o m  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  p a g e s ,  a n d  f r o m  a  r e a l i s t r c  o b -

s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r a n g c r r g o i n g s - o t . t r r  d u r i n g  w h a t  i s

c a l l e d  t t t h e  C h r i s t m a s  S e a s o n , t t  o r  t t t l t e  l l o l i - t l a y s , "  i t  i s

obv ious  tha t  MOST o f  wha t  passes  fo r  " ce leb ra t i on "  i s

dec idec l l y  NOT Chr i s t i an .  Bu t  how can  th i s  be ,  i f  i n -

d e e d  t h e  d a y  i t s e l f  t o  w h i c h  a l l  t h i - s  s p l e n d i f e r o u s  a n d

c o s t l y  p r e p a r a t i o n  l e a d s  i s  B i b l i c a l  o r  o f  C h r i s t ?

r i re-  sc i ip ture teaches us t l ta t  " the c:arnct l  (aorLdLy)

mind is  enmity  against  God" (Romans 8:7. ;  ,  and th ' r t  the
" w o r l d , "  i . € .  p e o p l e  w h o  l o v e  t h e  w o r l d  r a t h e r  t h a n

G o d ,  a c t u a l l y  h a t e  C h r i s t  a n d  C h r i s t i a n s ,  a s  w e  r e a d  i n
" Ie shal l  be hatec i  of  aLL rwt ions fot '  My Nane's sdke,"

(N la t t  .  24 :9 ,  N ta t t  .  70 :22 ,  l u l a r k  13  :  l 3  ,  Luke  2 I  :  17  ,  and
' - 'because ye (d isc ipLes)  are not  of  the uor ld ' ,  but  I

haue chosbn you ou-t of the uorld, bherefote the uorld

h a t e t h  U o u , "  ( J o h n  1 5 : 1 9 ) .  J o h n  w r o t e  t o  t h c  C h r i s t i a n s

no t  t o  t e  su rp r i sed  a t  ha t red ,  "MarDeL  no t t '  mA  b re th ren

i f  t he  uo r l d  ha te  you .  "  ( 1  Jo l . r n  3 :13 )

And  so  tha t  r ve  shou ld  unde rs tand  tha t  t ha t  ha t red

rvas  d i rec ted  p r lmar i l y  a t  Jesus  Chr i s t ,  He  to l -d  l l i s  own

D isc ip les ,  " I - f  t he  uo t ' Ld  ha te  you ,ye  knou  tha t  i t  ha ted

M e ' b e / o r e  i t  h a t e d  1 ; o u . "  ( J o h n  1 5 : 1 8 )

A .nd  ye t  t hose  " -ho  poy  no  a t t en t i ' on  t o  Ch r i s t  o i ' l l i s

Word  a l l  o f  t he  res t  o f -  t l t e  yea r ,  t hose  r v l i o  f i t  t hc  de -

s c r i p t i o n  o f  ' r t h e  w o r l d , ' r  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d

r i t u a l s  o f  " C l i r i s t n a s ' r  w i t h  a  f r e n z y  t h a t  b o r d c r s  o n  a

p a s s  i o n  !
How can  th i s  be  so?

s t i r r ed  a t  T I I IS  ONE T IN I IT

p roc la j . ned  as  t he  " ve rY

Sav io t r r  o f  t he  l { o r1c l?

l l ow  can  the  unbeL ieve rs  be  so

OF T t lE  YEAR to  vene ra te  a  daY

b i r t h c l a y "  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  t h e

5



IS  
' l ' l t t  c l l l { lS ] ' I IAS  r r s l ) l l { L ' � l ' r '  c l l l { l  s ' f  lAN?

S o m e  c r e c l i t  t h e  I ' g o j - t r g s - o t t "  o f  C h r i s t m a s  t o  a  n e  b -

, rLous  i i r p i t i t "  t t l ey  c "a t t  i t t e  ' . ' ch r i s tnas  sp i - r i t  ' "  and

n r a n y  p r ; r  j . s c  t l l c  w o n d c r f u l  w o r k i l t g s  t l f  s u c h  a  " s p i r i t  '  "

I l u t ,  c 1 o  t l i c  p c o p l c  : ; u d c l r ' l t t l y  c l r a l r i l c  t l r c i r  l - l c l  j c f  s ?

Do  thcy  suc ldcn l y  a l l  ac t  l i k c  Ch r i sL ie rns?  And  then

cc : ISL r  t . o  ac t  as  such  a f t e r  Dccember  25 th?  Bu t  t l t a t  i s -

n ' t  l i g h t  e - i t h c r ,  i s  i t  ?  I r o r  n l o s t  o f  t h e i r  a c t  i o t l s

have  t ro th ing  r vha teve r  t o  t l o  rn ' i t h  Ch r i s t  I  I  I n  f ac t  '  t he

"C l . r r i s tmas  sp i f  i t t '  see lns  t o  cause  a l rnos t  a l  I  t o  ac t  i n

a  n l a n l t e r  t h a t  i s  t o t a l l y  o u t  o f . I i n e  w i t h  t h e - t e a c h i n g s

o f  t h e  l { o r d  o f  G o c l .  S t o r e s  r a i s e  m a n y  p r i c e s '  o f t e n

p r . - , s f r i ng  cheap  and  f  l  imsy  rne rcha l i d i se  f o r  t ' g i f t s  '  
"  mcn

c x c h a n g e  b o t t l e s  o r  c a s e s  o f  r v h i s k e y ,  e n p l o y e r s  g i v e

' tCh r i - s t rnas  pa r t i es "  w i t i r  f r ee  l i quo r  r v i t h  o f t en  t rag i c

c o n s e q u e n c " i  i n  a u t o  a c c i d e n t s ,  o r  i ' l l i c i t '  s e x  I i a s o n s '

a n d  t c l t s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  f a m i l i c s '  c a u g h t  t r P . . i n  t h e

"C i r r i s tmas  sp i r l t  ,  "  ove rs l - ' e t l d  ,  anc i  l  ay  an  add i t i ona l

bu rden  o f  deb t  upon  thcm=L lu " t  f o r  mon ths  a f t e rwa rd '

I n  add i t i o l l  ,  un to ld  n r i  I  I  j - o t r s  o f  l i t t l e  ch i l d ren  a re

t l e c e i v e c l  a b o u t  t h e  e x i s t c n c e  o f  a  l i t t l e  c r e a t u r e  c a l l -

e c l  " S a n t a  C I a u s . t r  P a r e n t s ,  w h o  u n d e r  m o s t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s

w o u l t l  s o v c r c l y  p t l n i s h  t h c i r  c h i l d r c n  f o r  t e l l . i l t g  I r e s '

b l i t h e l y  l i e  t o  t h e s e  s a n e  c h i l d r e n '  a n d  d o  i t  w i t h  a

smi le on thei r  faces and 1oy rn- t -hei r  hear ts l

A re  t hose  a r t l " g t  i 'Ch r i s i i an? "  o f  cou rse  no t '  Then

wha t  i s  t h i s  " t h i ng "  ca l l ed  "Ch r i s tmas?"

The  answer ,  wh i ch  shou ld  be  suspec ted .by  Ch r i s t i ans

a s  t l r c y  w a t c l r  t h c  w o r l d  " c c l c b r a t c ' i '  i '  t h a t  t h i s  f e s t -

i va l  caL led  "Ch r i s tmas r r  i s  NO ' l '  a  Ch r i s t i an  ho l i day  a t

a l l ,  bu t  i s  exac t l y  t ha t  wh i ch  i t  appea rs  t o  be 'a  pagan

debauche ry  whose  o r i g i ns  a re -no t '  
- - and  

can .no t '  be  i n

; ; ; - ; ; 1y  b r , "  o f  I s rae i ,  t he  Lo rd  Jesus  ch r i s t '  Jesus '

in the sermon on the mount, taught that 'ta corrupt tree

i ' )n' i"tn- i"rth. euiL fruit '  -  A-good' tree cannot brlng

f o t : t h  eu t t  1 rw . t '  
"  (Ma t thew 7 :  17 -18 )

TRY (TEST) TI{E CIIRISTI'1AS 
"SPIRITil

e L e e t .  "  ( M a t t h e w  2 4 : 2 4 )



I ) e t c r  t o l d  l . r c I  i evc l s  t l i a t  t l t c l ' e  w t l t t l t l  l l c  " J ' t t / : ; ' :

teachers among yot l ,  u-ho pt iu i ly  (searet ly)  shalL br i r tg

i n  & r r m q b l e  h e r e s i e s , "  ( 2  P e t e r  2 : 1 )  A  h e r e s y  i s  a  r e -

l i g i ous  teach ing  tha t  has  the  appea rance  o f  t r u th ,  bu t

i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  a  l i e .  I s  i t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  " C h r i s t m a s r t  j - s

a  " h e r e s y , "  s o m e t l t i r i S  t h a t  m a s q u e r a d e s  a s  " C h r i s t i a n , "

b u t  i s  n o t ?
Perhaps  we  s l i ou ld  t ake  th i s  f es t i va l  ' r apa r t "  and

e x a m i n e  t h e  " p a r t s "  a n d  s e e  w h a t  i t  r e a l l y  i s .

TI IE i lDAY' l

l { } r en  t i i e  "d^y  , t t  Decenbe r  25 th ,  i s  examined ,  some
r a t h e r  s t r a n g e  t h i n g s  a r e  d i s c o v e r e d .  F i r s t l y ,  a n d  t h i s
s h o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  l e a d  p r o f e s s i n g  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  r e a d  o n ,

Chr i s t i ans  obse rved  no  such  day  as  " t he  b i r t hday  o f

J e s u s "  d u r i n g  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  D i s c i p l e s ,  o r  t h o s e  t h a t
fo l l owed  i r n rned j -a te1y  a f t e r  t l t em (see  page  26 ) .  Ne i t he r
d i -d  t he  Ch r i s t i an  f ounde rs  o f  t he  Amer i can  co lon ies  w l t o
w e r e  o f  t h o s e  w l r o  l r a d  c o n r e  o u t  o f  " t l t e  g r e ; r t  w l t o r e ,  t l t c
l { on ran  chu tch .  "  ( see  page  1J

Second l y ,no  one  has  eve r  come  fo rward  w i th  even  one

v e r s e  o f  S c r i p t u r e  a c i m o n i t i o n  t o  b e l i e v e r s  t o  o b s e r v e
a n y  s u c h  " c e l e b r : i t i o t t i l  o f  " t l i e  b i r t h d a y  o f  C h r i s t , "  n t ) r
i s  t l i c r e  a n y .  A l  t l i o r r g l t  s t r c h  l l e b t ' o v  h o l y  t l a y s  i t s  t  l l c

l ) assove r ,  t he  Sabba th ,  a t t d  t he  an t tua l .  g i v i l l g  o f  t l l e
t i t h e s  a r e  m e n t i - o n e d  i n  b o t h  O l d  a n d  N e w  S c r i p t u r e s ,
G o d  h a s  l e f t  N o  I N S T R U C T I O N  a b o u t  J e s u s '  " b i r t h d a y . "

T ' h i r d l y ,  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  J e s u s r  b i r t h  n i g h t ,
t e l L s  o f  a  t i n e  t o  b e  t a x e d ,  o f  s h e p h e r d s  i n  t h e  f j . e l d

w i th  t he i r  f l ocks  a t  n i gh t ,  and  the  c i t y  o f  Be th l ' ehen t

fu1 l  o f  t r ave le rs ,  "no  t : oom fo r  t hem in  t he  i nn ,  "  ( Luke

2 :  1 -8 )  Tax  t ime  was  ha rves t  t ime  th roughou t  t he  Ronan

Emp i re ,  and  t i t h i . ng  t ime  was  ha rves t  t i r ne  acco rd ing  to

t l r e  L a w  o f  M o s e s .  ( E x o d u s  2 3 : 1 4 - 1 9 ;  L e v i t i c u s  2 3 : 1 - 1 0 ;

I )eu te ronony  16 :L6 -17 )  Common  sense  and  cus tom wou ld

have  t i r e  Ronan  gove rno r  co l l ec t  t axes  a t  t he  t i ne  t he

peop le  had  money  f rom the  ha rves t ;  when  they  had  been

taugh t  t o  pay  the i r  t i t hes  unde r  l ' l oses t  Law.

M i d w i n i e r ,  i . e .  D e c e m b e r  2 5 t h ,  s i m p l y  d o e s  N O T  f i ' t

t he  season  desc r i bed  i n  t l i e  } l o l y  Word .

F o u r t h l y ,  e v e n  a  v e r y  b r i e f  s e a r c h  o f  h i s t o r y  b o o k s

o f  v a r i o u s  n a t i o n s  a n d  p e o p l e s ,  s h o w s  t h a t  a l r n o s t  a l i

had  a  n r i c l -w in te r  "  f cs t  i va I "  e rnbody ing  a l  I  t l t e  cus to tns

o f  t he  moc - l e rn  i lCh r i s tmas , t r  suc l t  as  f eas t i - ng ,  d runken

r e v e l r y ,  s e x u a l  e x c e s s ,  b u r n i n g  a  l o g ,  a  t r e e ,  g i v i n g

g i f t s ,  e t c . ,  and  i t  was  ALWAYS done  i n  con junc t i on  w i th

TI1E WORSHIP OF A PAGAN GOD: I  See page 26 for  a news



arL i c l c  dc r r r< - rns t l a t i ng  l r ow  LASY i t  i s  f o r  l n i n i s te rs  t o
f i nd  t he  t ru th  o f  t he  pagan  o r i g i n  o f  December  25 th .

I r i f t h l y ,  a l n o s t  a l l  B i b l e  s c h o l a r s  w h o  h a v e  m a d e
a t t c m l ) t s  t o  a s c c r t a i l l  t l t e  a c t u a l  b i r t h  d a y  o f  J e s u s ,
I ravc  ad rn i t t ed  f a j  l u re  t o  f i l i d  t hc  " cxac t i l  da te ,  bu t  a l  I
I r a v e  c : ; t i n r a t c d  i t  t o  b c  n < . 1  c ; r r l i c r  t l r a t t  S c p t c n r b c r  2 0 t h
n o r  l a t e r  t h a n  N o v c r n b e r  6 t h  o n  o u r  p r e s e t r t  c a l e n d a r .  ( l
l i a v e  s e v e r a l  c a l e n d a r  c a l c u l a t i o n s  i n  m y  f i 1 e s . )  T h i s ,
coup led  r v i t h  t he  ava i l ab le  ev idence  tha t  ne i t i r e r  t he
c n r ' l 1 '  C h r i s t i a n s ,  n o 1 '  t h o s e  o f  e a r l y  A m e r i c a ,  o b s e r v e d

a n y  " b i r t h d a y  o f  J e s u s , "  I e a d s  o n e  t o  c o n t e m p l a t e  i r t

w o n d e r ,  o u r  s i x t h  o b s e r v a t i o n I
l { h i ch  i s  -  t ha t  i n  sp i t e  o f  a l  I  ev idence  AGAINST

D c c e n b e r  2 5 t h  b e i n g  a t  o r  n c a r  t h c  " b i r t h d a y "  o f  J e s u s ,

and  i n  sp i t e  o f  t o ta l  l ack  o f  Sc r i p tu ra l  admon i t i on  t o

be l i eve r i  t o  obsc rve  a l l y  day  a t  a l l  i n  commemora t i on  o f

J e s u s '  b i r t h ,  t h e  p r o f e s s e d  c l i r i s t i a n  c t r u r c h e s ,  a l m o s t

w i thou t  excep t i on ,  APPROVE,  ND PAR ' [ IC IPA ' IE  IN ,  AL I ' IOS ' I

A L L  O F ' f I I E ' ' I I . I ] ' U A L S I '  B Y  I V t t I C t I ' ' N O N - I ] E , L I E V E R S ' '  C i T L E B R ] \ T E
' 'CI IRI  STNIAS !  I I

l i l rY?

I ) c r . l i a p s  w e  w i l l  f i n d  t h c  a n s w c r  b y  c o n t i n u i l t g  o u r

cxa r t r  j  I t a t i o t t  o f  t l t c  "1 l i t l t s ,  t l l '  t l i c  w l t o l c  t h i ng  '

TI IE NIO' | I IEI{  AND CII ILD

' l ' hc re  i s  an  a lmos t  u l t i ve rsa - l  use  o f  p j ' c t u res  o r

s t a t u e s  o f  a  m o t h e r  a t t d  a  s t n a l l  b a b y  b y  t h o s e  w h o  c e l e -

b r a t e  " c h r i s t m a s . "  l l c l i c v c r  a n d  u n b c l i c v c r  a l i k e ,  s e t t d

ca rds  w i th  such  p i c tu res ,  l l l  ace  " rnange r "  d i sp l  ays  o l l

t h c i r  f r o l t t  l a w l t s  o r  a t  t h c i r  p l a c e '  o f  b u s i n e s s  '  S o m e

towns  o r  o the r  gove rnmen t  bod ies  e rec t  t hem on  pub l i c

p rope r t y  weeks  be fo re  Decenbe r  25 th .  Some who  do  th i - s

i r e -  p ro fess ing  Chr i s t i ans ,  bu t  many  neve r  da rken  a

c h u r t h  d o o r ,  o p e n  a  B i b l e ,  o r  r e P e n t  o f  a  s i n '  C o u l d

a  "mo the r  ane l  ch i l d "  be  a  non -Chr i s t i an  symbo l?

Our  con tempora ry  wo r l d  has  the  Roman  Ca tho l i cs  w i t h

t h e i r  v e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e t t w o m a n , "  c a l l . i n g  l t e r  " M a r y ,  t h e

mo the r  o f  God , "  bu t  wo rsh ipp ing  he r  as  a  god ,  f o r  t hey

p r a y  t o  h e r  f o r  i n t e r c e s s i o n  t o  h e r  " g o d - c h i l d ' "  I n

toun t r i es  whe re  Roman ism ho lds  t o ta l  sway ,  a l l  p re tence

o f  wo rsh ipp ing  the  r rFa the r "  i s  f o rgo t ten ,  and  the  who le

r i t ua l  o f  wo rsh ip  i s  t o  t he  v roman  and  he r  ch i l d  (a long

w i th  wo rsh ip  o f  deac l  " sa in t s r r  as  gods ,  wh i ch  i s  pa r t  o f

t h e  a n c i e n t  s y s t e m  o f  B a a l  w o r s h i p . )
A n d  s p e a k i n g  o f  B a a l ,  a  l o o k  a t  a n c i e n t ,  p a g a n ,  r e -

B



l  i g i ons  g i ves  us  t l i c  o r i  g i r t  o f  t he  t rwo lna l l  and  ch i l d  '  "

The  I l abyJ -on ians  worsh ip l t ed  a  woman-god  '  t tRhea '  "  t t i e

goddess  "no the r , "  and  asc r i bed  to  he r  son  g rea t  powers '

I l i s  n a m e  w a s  " T a m m u 2 , "  a n d  i n  E z e k i e l  8 : 1 3 - 1 4 r w o n e n  a r e

condemned  fo r  p ro fess ing  to  wo rsh ip  Jehovah ,  wh i l e  i n

SECTCT ACTUALLY I {OI ISTI IPPING ] 'AMN{UZ! ThC NCXt VEISC CON-

de rnns  worsh j -p  o f  t he  t ' sun , t t  wh i c i r  was  a l so  a  pa r t  o f

t he  Baby lon ian  "abomina t i ons . "  Th i s  was  an  examp le  o f

a  re l i g i on  wh i ch  ou tward l y  was  the  " t r ue "  re l i g i on ,  bu t

sec re t l y  i t s  adhe ren ts  we re  "Baa l  wo rsh ippe rs  . ' '

The  Greeks  ca l1ed  the  son  "Bacchus , r '  and  he  was  the

god  o f  r eve l r y  and  d runkenness .  t l i s  "b i r t hday , "  wh i ch

io ,  t . . , pposec l  t o  be  a t  t he  w in te r  so l s t i ce  (m id -December

on  ou r  ca lenda r )  was  marked  w i t i r  pa r t i es  and  sexua l  o r -

g i e s  i n  h o n o r  o f  t h e  b i r t h  o f  t h i s  " s o n  o f  t h e  m o t h e r -

g o d . "
I n  Egyp t ,  t he  t no the r -god  and  ch i l d  we re  wo rsh ipped

a s  I t I s i s "  a n d  I ' O s i r i s "  ( o r  H o r u s ) .  I n  I n d i a ,  w h e r e  t h e

a n c i e n t  r e l  i g i o l r  s t i l l  h o l d s  s w a y , t h e y  a r e  c a l l c d  " I s i "

a n d  " I s w a t a . "  I n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  A s i a  t h e y  z r r e  k n o w n  a s
t ' C y b e l e "  a n d  t ' D e o i u s .  "  l n  e a c h  c a s e  t h e  c i r i l d  i s  k n o w n

a s  a  " r e i n c a r n a t i o n "  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ,  m a k i n g  t h e s e  p a g -

frorn Babylon.'

Fmm lodla. l
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i r r r i l r c l i g i o l t s " c < l t t l t t c r f r - ' i t ' s o f t l r c t r r ' r c r c l i g i o r l o l ' t . h c
Go t l  o f  Ab rahan ,  I saac  and  Jacob '

T } r e M e < ] i t e . ' " " " u n . c i v i l i z a t i o n s a < l o p t e d t h e s e A s i a -
t ic  abominat ions . , - i i ro t t ' 'na"  and "Jupi ier"  

- in  
Rone'and

in  Greece  as  e i t he r  "Ce res , "  t he  g rea t  goddess - .mo the r

w i t l r  : r  ba l t y  a t  he r  b reas t ,  
-  

< l r  " l  r i t r e  " t  t i t e  goddcss  o f

I ) cacc ,  w i t ' h  t he  baby  " l ' l u tus " .  i r l  hc r  a rms '

That  th is  *ot t t ' ' ; -p  of  "nother  and chi ld"  is  both an-

c i cn t  AND As ia t i . -  * ' " t  ve r i f i ed  when  the  f i r s t  Jesu i t

( C a t h o l i c )  m i s s i o n a r i e s  e n t e r e d  C h i n a '  J a p a n ' a n d  T i b e t '

for  in  .a.n , r " t io ' l -  t t ' "y  found the sane worship of  a

mo the r  and  ch i l < i i  She  was  "Sh ing  l ' l oo " '  o r  " t he  ho l y

m o t l t e r , "  a n d  s l t e  w a s  p o r t r a y e t l  c o m p t e t e  w i t h  
.  
a  " 1 i  g h t

o f  g l o r y "  a round  he r , ^  " ^u t i 1y  u t  t he  Roman is t s  pa in t

t he i r  "Madonna  and  Ch i l d l "

s.



" l '1r \ l ) t ) l lN i \  , \NI t  ( ,1  l l  l , l ) r l

i \ nd  t he  nan rc  " l t l adonna"  s i r ou ld  be  exp la i , ned ,  as  i t
d e n o n s t r a t e s  t h e  p a g a n i s n  o f  R o m a n  C a t h o l i c i s m  a n d : r l s o
l e a d s  u s  b a c k  t o  a  g o d d e s s  r n e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  U i b L e .

l l a b y l  o r r i a n s  c a l  t e d  t h c i  r  f a t h e r - g o d  " B a a I  ,  "  a n d  l i i s
i , ' r f c  " l J e l t . i s , "  o r  " t h e  n r o t h e r  o f  g o d s , "  b u t  t h e  N t e d i t -
e r ranean  La t rn  i / as  " l r l ea  Don r ina , t '  t he  f em in ine  fo " rn  o f
" m o t h e r  r u I e i . "  ' l ' h e  

m o d e r n  I t a l i a n  ( R o m a n  C a t h o l i c l
name  " l t l adonna"  i s  bu t  a  co r rup t i on  o f  t ' l , l ea  Domina ,  "  o r
" t h e  g o d  m o t l t e r , " a n d  i t  i s  s h e  r v i r o  i s  r e a l l y  w o r s h i p p e d
b y  t h e  R o m a n  C a t h o l i c  P r i c s t s .

S l i e  i s  a l s o  t h e  " g o d d e s s "  w h o  c a u s e d  P a u l ,  G a i u s ,
a n d  A r i s t a r c h u s  s o  n r u c h  t r o u b I e  a t  L p h e s u s ,  a s  r e c o r d e d
1 n  A c t s  1 9 .  l l e r  n a n r e  t l i e r e  r r r a :  ' r l ) i a n a r r  ( a s  i n  G r e e c e
i t  w a s  " J u r - t o r "  " l  l e r a r "  a n t l  " A t h e n a , "  v a r y i n g  f r o n r  c i t y
t o  c i t y , ) ,  a n d  t h e  m e r c l i a n t s  r v h o  n a d e  n o l l c y  - s c l  I  i n g
s t a t u e s  a n d  o b j  e c t s  f o r  h e r  v e n e r a t i o n  a t t e r n p t e d  t o
t l  r i v c  [ ' . r r r l  1 ' r ' o r n  t l r c  c i t ; ' w l r e r r  t l r e y  r c n l i z a < ]  l r i s  t c ; r c l r -
i . n g s  w o u l d  d e s t r o y  t h e i r  " b u s l l t e s s , "  j u s t  a s  t h e  t r u t l t
a b o u t  " C h r i s t m a s , "  a n d  t l i e  r v o r s h i p  o f  t h e  " M a d o n n a  a n d
C h i l d ' r  w o u l d  d e s t r o y  t h e  " b u s i n e s s "  o f  s o  m a n y  s h o d d y
m e r c h a n t s  t o d a y l  I f  i t  l i a d  n o t  b e e n  f o r  t h e  i n t e r v e n -
t i o n  o f  t h c  t o r v n  c l c r k ,  t h c y  r n i g h t  l i a v e  k i I l e t l  P a t r l .
( l { c a t l  A c r s  l 9 : 2 2 - ' l l  )

A s  w e  h a v e  s e e n ,  t h c  l ) a g a n  r e l i g i o n s t  m a i n  o b j u c t s
o f  r v o r s h i p  w e r e  t h e  " l t l o t h e r  a r r d  C h i l d , "  b u t  t h e  f a t h e r -
g o d  i v a s  a l  s o  w o r s h  i p p c d ,  a l  t h o r r g h  k e l l t  m o s t  I y  i n  t h e
b a c k g r o u n d  -  a n d  t l i a t  b r i n g s  u s  t o  " S a n t a  C l a t r s . "

SANI'A CL;\US

S a n t a  C 1 a u s ,  t h a t  j o l l y  o l d  f e l l o w  w h o  a p p e a r s  o n c e
: r  y c a f ,  a n i l  t h e n  o n l y  t o  d o  g o o d  b y  b r i n g i n g  t o y s  a n d
g a m e s  t o  " g o o d  l i t t l e  c h i l d r c n . ' r  I s  t h a t  A L L  t h c r e '  i s
t o  " S a n t a ? "  N o ,  m y  C h r i s t  i - a n  f  l i e n d ,  l - t  i . s  n o t .

A l t h o u g l i  y o u  n a y  n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  " e v o l u t i o n , "  S a t r t a ,
a s  w e  k n o w  h i m  t o d a y ,  i s  a  p r o d u c t  o f  e v o l u t i - o n .  L c t
u s  t r a c e  h i s  o r i g i n  f r o m  t h e  a n c i e n t  t i n i e s .

I n  E g y i l t ,  w h e r c  t h e  r n o t h e r  a n d  c h i l d  w e r c  w o r s l t i p -
ped ,  t he  " f a t l r e r -god "  was  known  as  "Kho l l s t '  o r  "Kho l l os  .  "
' l ' h e  t r a n e  m e a n s t t h u n t s m a n , "  o r  " g o c l  o f  t h e  c h a s e , "  a n d
s c h o l a r s  h a v e  i d c n t i f i e d  h i n r  a s  1 - l r c  " N i n r o d ' r  o f  C e r r c s i s
10,  "  Lhe rn i r1ht . ry  lu ts tLer ' r  ' r  and t l re  br . r  i  I  der  c t f  t 'BctbeL" (o,
I i a b y l o n ) .  ( l ' a g a n  g o d s  a r e  a l w a y s  d i e f i e d  h u m a n s ,  b u t
t h a t  i - s  a  s t o r y  t o o  i . o n g  f o r  t h i s  s m a l  l  b o o k .  )  l l e  i s
rep resen ted  i n  l l o th  Baby lon  and  Egyp t  as  a  ha l f -man  and
ha I  f  - gu l  l  ,  and  a l  - so  ha l  f  -man  an t l  ha I  f  - ho rse  ( t he  ccn t i i u r
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o f  ny thoTogy ) ,  usua l l y  w i t h  w ings  and  ca l l ed  I 'Baa l -

ab i r i n ,  "  o r  t ' t he  w inged  one .  "  l { e  i s  ca l  l ed  r r t he  omn i -
potent  oner t r  and a lso t r the unknown onert t  g iv ing h i rn the
unknowable quaJi t ies that  le f t  h im in the background.
t le  would be "Tt lE UNKNO}N GOD" worshipped in Athens in
A c t s  1 7 : 2 3 .

Ove r  t he  cen tu r i es ,  h i s  images  evo l ved  i n to  more
human  fo rm,  usua l l y  c l o thed  i n  a  l eopa rd  sk in ,  s i gn i f y -
i ns  h i s  hun t i r t g  p rowess  ove r  t he  sw i f t es t  o f  an ina l s .
' l 'h is  spot ted garment  becane a mark of  k ings and pr iests
i n  A f r i ca  and  As ia .  The  p r i es t s  o f  ' rBacchus i l  i n  Greece
were  c lo thed  i n  l eopa rd  sk ins ,  l a te r  adop t i ng  t he  spo t -
t ed  sk in  o f  a  young  fawn ,  o r  dye ing  the i r  r obes  to  l ook
l i k e  a  s p o t t e d  s k i n .

' I he  r r spo t ted  dee r "  seems  to  have  been  adop ted  as
comb in ing  bo th  t he  spo ts  o f  t he  l eopa rd  and  the  bu l l
( o r  c a l f )  o f  i d o l  w o r s h i p .  I n  N i n e v a h ,  t h e  c a p i t o L  o f
Assy r i a ,  s ta tues  o f  N in rod  (Baa l )  show h im  wear ing  a
s p o t t c d  d e e r  s k i n ,  o r  i n  s o m e  c a s e s ,  c a r r y i n g  a  s p o t t e d
deer,  AND NOW WE ARE GETTING CLOSE 1 '0 "SANTA CLAUS!| '

I n  t he  d raw ing  o f  N imrod  a t  t he  l e f t ,  t he  s i r n i l a r -
i t y  t o  " S a n t a  C l a u s "  c a n  p l a i n l y  b e  s e e n .  T h e  l o n g ,
f l o w i n g  w h i t e  b e a r d ,  t h e  o r n a t e  d r e s s ,  t h e  t ' r e i n d e e r , "

t h e  f i r  t r e e  ( t i r e  " C h r i s t n a s r r  t r e e ! ) ,  a n d  t h e  w i n g s ,
g i v i n g  h i m  p o w e r  t o  " f l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  a i r | l

The  d raw ing  on  the  r i gh t  i s  o f  t he  Greek  "Bacchus "

and  the  s im i l a r i t y  i s  ce r ta in .  l l e  does  no t  ca r r y  t he
spo t ted  dee r ,  bu t  has  a  spo t ted  robe ,  t he  t r ee  o f  un -
ce r ta in  o r i g i n ,  and  the  " cup , "  t he  symbo l  o f  d runken
r  c r  ' ' l r y ,  s o  g r e a t  a  p a r t  o f  t t C h r i s t m a s . t t
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' ' SANTA CLAUS ' '  IN  T I IE  B iBLE

The  t rue  God  has  no t  l e f t  be l i eve rs  w i t hou t  t es t -
imony  o f  t he  ac tua l  i den t i t y  o f  t h i s  f a l se  "god . ' r  He

desc r i bes  h im ,  and  l ays  on  h i rn  t h ree  i t nanes "  by  wh i ch

we  can  know who ,  o r  wha t ,  he  i s .  Be low  a re  rep roduced

th ree  c lesc r i p t i ve  ve rses  i n  I sa iah  14 ,  bu t  i f  you  w i l l

a l so  read  ve rse  4  and  ve rso  25  (no t  shown  he re ) ,  You
wi l l  see he is  ca l led " the k ing of  BabyLont '  and " the

Assy r tan . "  S ince  the  "N imrod"  o f  Genes i s  10  i s  t he

founder of  BOTH Babylon and Assyr ia,  these verses can

o n l l '  b e  s p e a k i n g  o f  N i m r o d ,  a l i a s  " B a a l ' "  l l i s  t h i r d

name j -s  ' tLuci fer ' r  "  as we see below:

I S A I A H ,  I 4
rz How art thou fallen from heaven,

?O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art
thou cttt down to the ground, which
didst weaken the nations!

r3 l:or thou hast said in thine heart, 'I

will ascend into heaven' rI will exalt my
throne above thp stan of God: I will sit
also upon the mount of the congrega-
tion, in the sides oof the north:

r4'l will ascend above the heigba of

the clouds; oI will be like the most }Iigh'

Let  us br ief ly  analyze thts  "Luci fer ' r "  whose de-

s t ruc t i on  i s  p rophec ied  f rom ve rse  4  t h rough  ve rse  27  '

V e r s e  1 2 :  H i s  o r i g i n s  s e e m  t o  b e  t h e  h e a v e n s ,  a n d

h i s  ac t i v i t i es  p r i o r  t o  h i s  des t ruc t i on  weakens  the

n a t i o n s ,  i . e .  t h e Y  a r e  N O T  g o o d .
V e r s e  1 3 :  l l i s  d e s i r e  i s  t o  b e  " a b o D e "  a l l  t h i n g s ,

to l ' rave a " thronet t  even above God.  Santa Claus in  the

depa r tmen t  s to res  i s  o f t en  sea ted  on  a  r r t h rone , t t  and

f i t t Le  ch i l d ren  a re  requ i red  to  cone  r rup r r  t o  h in  t o

so l i c i t  h i s  good  favo r .  I l e  w i l l  be  i n  t he  " cong regab -

i on r  "  i  .  e .  i n  t he  " chu rch  o f  God ,  t '  wh i - ch  he  i s  ,  nos t

churches br inging in  rvorship of  "Santa"  ln  some rvay '

Even  the  c i i r ec t i on  o f  h i s  abode  i s  g i ven  as  be ing
"no r th , t t  San ta  i s  supposed  to  res lde  a t  t he  " t r o r t h

p o 1 e , "  o r  t h e  r e g i o n s  o f  t i r e  n o r t h :

Ve rse  14 :  We  a re  t o l d  San ta  con les  t o  eve ry  home '

f l y i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  a i r  w i t h  h i s  r e i n d e e r  a n d  s l e i g h .
"N lode rn "  p romo te rs  now o f ten  ] rave  h i rn  a r r i ve  a t  a  sho1 . l -

p i . n g  c e n t e r  b Y  h e l  i c o P t e r .
" - [  a i LL  be  L i ke  t L r c  mos t  l l i gh r "  shou ld  have  an  o rn -

i nous  r i ng  t o  be l - i eve rs .  I t  neans  he  i n tends  to  usu rp

Godrs  g lo i y ,  God rs  p ra i se ,  t o  ACTUALLY TAKE T f lE  PLACE

O F  G O D I :  T h i s  " S a n t a  C l a u s "  c l o e s  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  a n d

n r i n i i s  o f  u n t o l c l  n r i l  l i o l l s  o l '  l  j t t l c  c l t i l c l  r c n  c v 0 l ' y  y c a r -
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; r : ;  l r o l .  l r  c v i l  a r t r l  f o o l  i s l r  a d r r l t s  t c i  I  t l r c r r r  o f

l i r i r r l i : ;  I t l i l t t t l . : 1  , "  l l t ) L  ( i o t l  ,  r v i I I  b r i r r g  t l r c l r r  r s  l l

a t  " C l r r i s t n a s  ! r r  F o r  n r o s t  o f  t l i e s c  c h i  l d r c n

G o d  ,  t l r e  L o r d  J c s u s  C h r i  s t  ,  t l i c t t  n c v c r  b c c o m e s

io  t l t c rn  as  t 'San ta  C l  aus "  w : r s  when  t l r c ' 1 '  t { e1 ' c

l l c ,  t t l s t , : L Iev ' , r r  i t as  bcc r l nc  
"  [ , r kp '  Lh r t  r r r ; t " l  l ] i ' ' t i t '  

"

MY ANSWER: By Bi l lY Grohom

t l r < t  g t l o t l
"  l 'c\ tr i l  I ' t l "

t  l i c  t  r u e
a s  r c a l

a  c i r i l d .

rnas .  h is  in t lus ion  in to  th is
IIoly Dav scenrs to h:rve been
inevitable. Lit t le c h i  I  d l  e n
must have dif f icultY seParat-
ing the two, and this is trnfor-
tunate. I  have talked to Peo-
ple rvho, as chi ldren, found
out  tha t  Santa  was a  nr1 th .
and dismissed Christ as a
myth too.

A Christian parent can fol-
Iorv one of ttvo courses: I{ake
room for Santa, but exPlain
1o your chi ldrcn that he is
just a mythical symbol of
good will, and that he doesn't
ieaUy exist.  Or, make Christ-
mas the birthday of Ctrist, as
it  truly is, and let Santa
Claus shif t  for himself.  Ex-
p la in  to  them tha t  the  g iv ing
of gif ls is to ct ' lcbrate lhc
love' of God, who lovcd the
world so much thai IIe sent
II is only besotten Son to re-
deenr i t .  Such a Practice
rlould enhance the nreaning
of Christmas.

I
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TELL THE CHILDREN
SANTA'S A MYTH
QUESTION: What should

Sunday School teachers tell
their pupi ls about Santa?-
G , I I .

ANSIVFIR: Tel l  thenr the
t ru th .  Exp la in  tha t  Sar t la  i s
a mythical character, that he
syrnbolizes the merriment ac-
companf ing the y'ulet ide sca-
son, that he has no conncction
uhatsoever rvith t .he real
meaning of Christmas, rvhich
is the celebration of the birth
of Clrist.

The name Santa  C laus
probably comes from Saint Ni-
cholas, bishop of Myra, and
patron saint of Russia, young
ire,ople and sailors. IIis day is
actually Dec. 6, but somehow
t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s ,  S a n t a
Claus slipped into Christmas.
He has come to be more asso-
ciated rvith folklore than rvith
the birth of the Christ child-
but, since i t  has becnme cus-
tom to portray him as the one
who brings gifts on Christ-

Br l l y  Graham has  appa ren t l y  recogn i zed  i lO lV  the  de -

c e p t i o n  o f  " S a n t a  C l a u s "  c r e a t e s  a  n e g a t i v e  s p i r i t  i ' n

t h l  m i n c l s  o f  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n ,  o f t e n  p r e v e n t i n g  t h e m

f r o m  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  b e l i e v e  i n  C h r i s t '  f u r d  t h a t ,  a f t e r

a l l ,  i s  t h e  o b j e c t ' o f  a l l  o f  s a t a n r s  d e c e p t i o n s '

I f  B i l , l y  h a d  t h e  c o u r a g e  o f  h i s  c o n v l c t i o n s , h e ' d  g o

o n  n a t i o n w i d e  T V  a n d  p r e a c h  " a g a i n s t  S a t r t a  C l a u s , "  b u t

pe rhaps  tha t  i s  t oo  nuch  to  expcc t  o f  r n i n i s te rs  who

ies i - r l  t o  re ta in  t l t e i - r  pos i t i on  i n  t he  "wo r l ' d '  "

I n  case  the  above  has  no t  conv inced  you  tha t  ' tSan ta

C laus "  i s  "L i ke  t he  nos t  l l i gh " '  t he rc  i s  no re '
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I  f  you  do  no t
n a t u r a l  r e s u l t  o f
a n d  t h i n k  o f  t h e
t o  " b e l i e v e t t t h e

t h i n k  " t v o r s l t i p "  o f
"C ] ' r l i  s t n l as ,  "  l - ead

m i t l i o n s  o f  l - i t t 1 e
s ame t./ay .

S a n t a  C l a u s  r s  t i t e
t l r e  a r t i e  1 c  b c l u \ r  -

ch i  I  d ren  w i ro  I  ea r l t

'Will Santa come?'
, t  .  . , l

tne &nswer IS wfin vou . . .

81 'APl i IL  D. { IEN
The chi ldren gathered on the grav

stone steps. There wct 'e three of them
and they had colne to see the visttors
off.

They had overheard us talking in low
tones with their mother about Christ-
nras. ' l 'hey had lrcart l  lheir tntt thcr say
she d idn ' t  th ink  there  * 'n t t ld  be  a
Christmas.

They heard her say she rvould trY to
get them "something."

So the chi ldren fol lowed the visi tors,
wait ing eagerly for sotne refutat ion of.
the conversation.

One of them clutched a tiny Christmas
tree in her hands.

"You want our pictrtre?" they said.
"Nobody ever took our picture."

They  posed qu i te  earnes t ly ,  then
started to make faces.

Ths {5itn15 asked lvhat they u'ould
l ike for Christmas.

"A tru*. A white dol l ."  The t 'epl ics
were easy.

"But  how do you know Santa  w i l l
come?"

"Because he  a lways  came before .
Because he brtngs dol l  babres," thct '
said.

"What  i f  he  doesn ' t  come? \ \ 'ha t
would you think?"

"We wouldn't  bel ieve no nlorc," th( 'y
aaid.

They scowled. Thetr anxietY made
them conscious of the coid, of the fact
that they had no coats.

"Why didya ask al l  them questions?"
they said.

Then, in unison, theY beamed. "We

knou 'u 'ho  you are .  You ' re  Santa  C laus '
he lper .  You ' re  coming to  see i f  we
believe. Right?"

' fhey scattered joyful ly '  They didn't
u'ait  for an answer.

* * *
Perhaps you can give that answer.

S e n d  a  c h e c k  o r  m o n e y  o r d e r  t o
Christmas for Carlng, lYomen's Forum,
I ' .O. Box 2.106, Phoenix, Az. 85002. Your
g i f t  l s  tax -dcduet lb le ,  and un less  you
request anonymlty, your nanle wll l  be
published along with other donors.

CHRISTMAS
FOn

CARI}IG

The Arlzona Republic Phoenix. Sunday, Dee. 3' 1972
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' l ' o  t r u l y  be  "L i kc  t he  mos t  l l i gh ; : ' '  i t  wou ld  make

sense  t l t a t  "San ta r r  ( a l i as  Baa l ,  N imrod ,  t he  Assy r i an '

Luc i f e r ,  and  o the rs )  wou ld  t r y  t o  l ook  l i ke  God '  And

h e  d o e s ,  f o r  t l i e  B i t l e  g i v e s  u s  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  G o d '

y r : r r t  o f  w h i c h  i s  j n  t h c  v e r s c s  b c l o w :
D A N I E L ,  T

9 ll I ^bcireld till dic thro-ncs were cast
dorvn, and 'the Ancient.of days did sit '
whclsc rgarmcnt was \\'llltc as snowt ano
thc heii of his hcaci i ike the pure u'oo!: '

his throne rvas like the ticry llame, rand

his whccls as burning l ire'

R E V E L A T I O N ,  I
rz And I turned to see the voice that

spake with me. And being turned, 'I sal
sevcn goldcn candlesticks I

13 Ald in the midst of thc 5cven
candlcsticks "oae likc unto tlle Sol of
man. clothed 'rvith a garrnent dorvn to
the foot' and girt about the paps rvith a
golden girdic.

14 His hcad and "his hairs rvere rvhite
likd wool, as rvhitc as snorv; and 'his

eyes were as a fl lme of fre;
r s And ,his fcet like unto fine brass, as

if ihey burncd in a furnecel 'and his
voice as thc sound of many watcrs.

Ycs ,  r r san ta r t t  t he  coun te r fe i t  t tGod , t r  who  appea rs  t o
do  "good , r t  even  as  God ,  and  who  comes  to  us  w i t h  wh i t e
ha i r  and  bea rd ,  spa rk l i ng  eyes ,  and  a  deep ,  l ow  l augh ,
as  he  dece i ves  a l l  na t i ons ,  and  k ind reds ,  and  tongues .
I I e  t r u l y  i s  " S t .  N i c k , "  0 1 d  N i c k  h i m s e l f ,  S a t a n  i n  d i s -

11u i sc .  I : ven  h i s  name i s  bu t  a  co r ru l ) t i on  o f  "Sa tan , "

yet  how few seen to suspect  i t .  0R DO TI IEY KNOW - AND
APPROVE?

Do you  need  more  conv inc ing  tha t  "Ch r i s tmas ' r  has

i t s  o r i g i ns  i n  Baa l  wo rsh ip?  Then  read  on  -  and  wer l l

t a k e  t t a p a r t t t m o r e  o f  t h i s  s t r a n g e  t r f e s t i v a l  . ' l

T I IE ' ICHRISTMAS TREE' '

We have a l ready seen the or ig in of  the " t reei l  wi th

N imrod  (Baa1 ) ,  wh i ch  makes  more  s i -gn i f i can t  t he  many
t i rnes "green tTee" is  ment ioned in the Bib le in  re lat -

i on  t o  hea then ,  i do l  wo rsh ip  and  hea then  gods .
When Israel  came into Canaan,  they were ordered to

des t roy  t he  hea then  a l t a r s ,  g roves ,  and  g raven  images ,

(Deuteronony 7)  and then,  " Ie sha! ,L ut terLg de,st roy aLL

the pLaces uherein the nat ions uhich ye -shaLl  
possess

sev:ied. their gods, upon the high mountains, and upon
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I

the h i l ls ,  and under eueru GREEN TREE. "  (Deut .  12:2)
Anong  the  sco res  o f  p l aces  i n  t he  O ld  Tes tanen t

w l re re  I s rae l  was  warned  aga ins t  Baa j .  wo rsh ip ,  o r  " t he

uays  o f  t he  hea the ie ,  r '  n i ne  o f  t hem spec i f  i ca l  J .  l '  men t i on
s e r v i n g  t h e i r  g o d s , o r  w o r s h i p ,  u n d e r  t t g r e € f t  t T e e s . ' t  I n
n o s t  c a s e s  o t h e r  t e r r i b l e  a b o m i l t a t i o n s  a r e  l i s t e d  a s
a c c o m p a n y i n g  t l r e s e  h e a t l t e n  p r a c t i c c s ,  s u c h  a s  w e  r e a d
i n  I s a i a l r  5 7 : 3 - 5 : ' t B u t  d t q a  n e a r  h i t h e t ,  A e  s o t l s  o f  t h e

sor lceress,  the seed of  the adul terer  c tnd the ahore.  A-

gainst  uhom do ye spor t  yourselues:  Against  uhom make

Ae a uide mouth, and dra's out the tongue? Are ye not

chi ldren of  t ransgression,  a seed of  fa lsehood,  enf lan-

ing yourselues uith idols UNDER EVERy GREEN TREE, slay-

ing the chi-Ldten in the ualleys under the cliffs of the
rocks?

G r e e n .  t r e e s  w e r e  o f  B a a l  w o r s h i p , a n d  H a l 1 e y ' s  B i b l e

I - l andbook  says  o f  Baa l  wo rsh ip ,  "P r i es tesses  were  temp le
p r o s t i t u t e s .  S o d o m i t e s  w e r e  n a l e  t e m p l e  p r o s t i t u t e s .

The  worsh ip  o f  Baa l ,  Ash to re th  ( l t i s  r v i f e  -  sane  as  t he
" l ' l adonna" ) ,  and  o the r  Canaan i te  gods  cons i s ted  o f  t he

mos t  ex t ravagan t  o rg ies ;  t he i r  t emp les  we re  cen te rs  o f

v i c e . "  ( P a g e  1 6 6 ,  1 9 6 5  e d i t i o n )
Now you  may  more  eas i l y  unde rs tand  why  the  sa loons ,

n i g i r t  c l u b s ,  a n d  o t h e r  p l a c e s  w h e r c  a d u l t e r e r s ,  w l t o r e s ,
i r omosexua l s ,  and  o the r  b lasphemers  cong rega te ,  pu t  up
t t C h r i s t m a s  T r e e s  ! t t

Ha l l ey  added  i n fo rma t i on  tha t  showed  "Baa l - r i t es "

fu r the r  cons i s ted  o f  "murde r i ng  the i r  f i r s t -bo rn  ch i " l d -
r e n  a s  a  s a c r i f i c e  t o  t h e s e  s a m e  g o d s r "  a n d  t h e i r  t e m -
p l . es ,  upon  excava t i on ,  we re  f ound  to  be  fu l l  o f  images
and  ca rv ings  o f  sex  o rgans  and  "po rnog tap l l i c "  pa raphan -
a l i a i  ( p a g .  1 6 7  u n d e r  " R e I i g i o n  o f  t h e  C a n a a n i t e s . " )

The  i do l  wo rsh ip  unde r  "g reen  t rees "  i s  condemned
in  t he  fo l l ow ing  Sc r i p tu re  -  r ead  them:  1  K ings  14 :22 -
2 3 ; 2  K i n g s  1 6 :  l - 4 ;  2  K i n g s  1 7 :  9 - 1 0 ;  2  C h r o n .  2 8 :  4 ,
I s a i a h  5 7 : 3 - 5  ( q u o t e d  a b o v e ) ;  J e r e m i a h  2 : 2 0 ;  J e r e m i a h
3  :  6 ,  1 3 ;  J e r e n i a h  1 7  : l - 2  a n d  E z e k i e l  6 :  1 3

There is  a fur ther  condemnat ion of  those who cut
down a t ree for  any k ind of  worship serv ice.  t tLeanvt  not
the uay of the heathen. . . fot' the customs of the people
a re  ua in :  f o r  one  cu t te th  a  t r ee  ou t  o f  t he  f o tes t . . . .
they deck i t  u i th  s 'L luer ,  of i  u i th  gold,  they fasten i t
u i t h  na iLs  and  u i t h  ho r tne rs ,  t ha t  i t  moue  no t . . . . be  no t
afraid of them; for they cqtnot do eoil, neither is it
in  them to do good. . . . they are aLtogether  brut ish and

foolish: the stock (tree) is a doctrine of uanities
(L ies )  .  "  ( Je rem iah  10 :  2 -8  i n  pa r t )

The  t ree  was  a l so  used  i n  anc ien t ,  pagan ,  f es t i va l s
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t o  s y m b o l  i z e  r e b i r - t h .  A  L o g  ( ; . u 1 e  i o g )  r v a s  b u r n e d  t o
s y n r b o l i z e  t l i e  c l e a t h  o f  t h e  f a t h e r - g o d ,  a n d  t h e n  a  g r c e n
t r e e  r { a s  s e t  u p r i g h t  t o  i n p l y  h i s  r e i n c a r n a t i o n  i n  h i s
s o n .  T h i s  w a s  t o l l o r v e d  b y  p l a c i n g  g i f t s  u n d e r  t h c  t r e e ,
i n  e f f e c t ,  r t o f f e r i n g "  t l t e  g i _ f t s  t o  t h e  g o d  ( i d o l )  r e p -
r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  t r e e .  T h e n ,  a s  i n  a l l  p a g a n  n a t i o n s ,
t h e  ' r s a c r i f i c e d "  g i f t s  w e r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  w o r -
sh i . ppe rs  t o  consume.  I l o r v  nany  rn iL  l i ons  o f  f a rn j .  I i es  i n
Chr i s tendon  pe r fo r rn  t h i s  pagan  " r j . t ua l ' r  eve ry  r v i - n te r  a t
"Ch r i s tmas  l "  l t l ay  God  open  the i r  b l i nded  eyes , l

F o r  I ' C h r i s t i a n s t t  r v l i o  S t r l - l  m a y  s a y ,  " l V e l - 1 ,  i t .  i s
j u s t  a  h a r m l e s s  c u s t o n ,  w h a t  c a n  l t  h u r t  -  a n d  b e s i d e s
j - t  i s  f un ,  "  I  shaL  I  on l ; '  ask :  I l o i v  can  pe r fo rm ing  the
r i t u a l s  o f  t h e  h e a t . h e n  g l o r i f y  J e s u s  C h r i s t ?

The  r v r i t e r s  o f  t he  Ne rv  Tes tan len t  r va rned  Chr i - s t i ans
a g a i n s t  p a r t a k i n g  o f  t h i n g s  o f f e r e d  t o  i d o l s  i n  A c t s
1 5 : 2 9 ;  A c t s  2 1 : 2 5 ;  1  C o r .  8  ( e n t i r e  c h a p t e r ) :  1  C o r . 1 0 :
1 8 - 2 1 ;  I  C o r ' .  1 0 : 2 8 ;  a n d  R c v .  2 : 7 4 ,  2 0 ,  r v i r i c h  s h o u l c l  b e
c n o u g l t  t o  n r a k e  a r r y  [ l e l  i e v c r  s t o p  a n d  t l r i r r k .

l V e  s h a l l  e n d  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o n  t h e  " t r e c t t  b y  q u o t i n H
1  C o r .  1 0 : 2 0 - 2 1 :  I t B u t  f  s a y ,  t h a t  t h e  t l i n g s  u h i c h  t h e
Gent iLes sacr i f ice,  they sacr i f ice to deui ls ,  and not
to  God :  and  I  aou ld  no t  t ha t  ye  shou .Ld  haue  fe l l oush ip
ui th deui ls .  Ie  canr .oL c ly ink the cup of  the Lord,  and
t | r c  c tq  o f  deu i l s :  ye  ca i t r t o t  be  pa r take rs  o i  t l t e  Lo rd t s
taLle ,c t r t t l  o i  the tc tb le of  c leui ls .  "

The  "C i r r i - s tnas  T ree r r  i - s  bu t  t i r e  node rn  ve rs i , on
t h e  p e g a n  c u s t o m  o f  o f f e r i n g  g i f t s  t o  i d o l s ;  i r  i s
' t t l t e  cLLD o f  a .eu i l s .  "  I t  i s  NO l '  Ch l i s t i an .

THE T I IREE IV ISE  IEN

I n  m o d e r n  t ' C h r i s t n a s "  t a b l e a u s ,  o r  s t o r i e s ,  t { e  a r e
o f ten  to ld  o f  " t he  t h ree  r v i se  men"  who  canE  to  t he
" b a b e "  i n  t h e  m a n g e r  b e a r i n g  g i f t s .  T h i s  i . n  s p i t e  o f
t i r e  s i n n l e  t l r r t h  t h a t  t h e  B i b I e  J o e s  n o t  t e l l  o f  s u c h
a n  e v e n t  a t t e n d i n g  J e s u s r  b i r t h .

No t  on l y  i s  t he  nunbe r  o f  r v i se  men  no t  s ta ted  i n
t h e  B  j - b l e ,  t l i e  B i b l e  s a y s  t h e y  c a m e  t o  J e s u s  i n  a
l rouse!  t tAt td u 'hen theg uere come into the i icuse,  they
sau the AoLtng child utit i t ! ' \ar!l ht)s rnothet ,and feLL doan,
aT tLL  Do"shLppeJ  h i rn .  "  ( i r l a t t he l v  2 :11 )

Tha t  t l r e i l  a r r i va l  w i . l . s  up tva r -ds  o  f  two  yca rs  A I ; ' I IR
t h e  b - i r t h  o f  J e s u s ,  i s  e v . i - d e n t  f r o n r  K i n g  l l e r o d r s  a c t -
i ons  a f t e r  he  had  ques t i oned  them as  to  t ' uha t  t ime  the
s t a r  a o p e a r e d ,  "  ( v e r s e  z 1  f l e  d e s j r e d  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e
C l r r i s t  ch i l d ,  and  we  read  he  t ' sen t  

f o r t h ,  a .nd  s leu  aLL
the chi ld ten thct t  uere in  Beth lehem, and in aLL the

o f
o f

.tfi{

llllit:lillil
I l L r l r  t h e  f l

l i i r vc  nc r  u thc r  o l

I
Ca,'A t cs an.. l l

t .i mc.s i rr Sc riptrl
th t '  "ca i rJ lc  of  {
2 7 :  1 7 ;  P r o v e r b s l
take f rom Babyld
a n d  i n  R c v c i a t i {

3i';ll-,,1';f ,,'oll' ;aat lJLe stwl .L sh1)
i n g  o f  c a n d l e s  i
I t  i s  NOT ch r i s t

,

The re  i s  no
exchange  o f  g i f t
a l  1  of  the pagan
exchang ing .  I t
o f  such a t ime i i
s t o r y  o f  t he  t d
deaths seerning t i
read,  "And they i
ouer them, and m
another .  "  (Revel i
ac t i . ons  o f  t he  r

1 8



l og )  r vas  bu rned  to
od ,  and  then  a  g rcen
e i n c a r n a t  i o n  i n  h  i  s
i f t s  u n d e r  t h e  t r e e ,
+ L ^  ^ ^ l  / : - l ^ 1 \  * ^r n e  g o o  ( r o o I  r e p -

a l  1  p a g a n  n a t i o n s ,
i bu ted  to  t he  h ,o r -
i c n s  o f  f a m i l i e s  i n
r r l  l l l  e r r e r w  r u i n l  e r  g f

i nded  eyes  I
s d y ,  " l { e l } ,  i t .  i s

t  hu r t  -  and  bes i -des
c a n  n c r f o r m i  n o  t h e

s  C h r i s t ?
t  r va rned  Chr i s t i ans
e d  t o  i d o l s  i n  A c t s

c h a p t e r )  :  1  C o r . 1 0 :
2 0 ,  r v h i c h  s h o u l d  b e

d  t h i n k .
he  t , t r ee "  b f ,  quOt ing
the th ings uhich the

to  deu i l s ,  and  no t
auld Lnue fe l loaship
cup of the t 'ord, ancl
' takers o i  t | rc  Lord 's

,e  modern  ve rs ion  o f
t o  i d o l . s ;  i t  i s  o f
' i s t i a n .

EN

o r  s t o r j - e s ,  w e  a r e
'  who  came to  t he

T h i s  i , n  s p i t e  o f
) e s  n o t  t e l 1  o f  s u c h

)  m e n  n o t  s t a t e d  i n
)ane to Jesus i .n  a
' . t t to  

the i iouse,  they
rcther ,and feLL doan,
r )
;  o f  t \ r t - r  yr :ars AI i ' l I i i
) r n  K i n g  l l e r o d ' s  a c t -
as to "uhat t ime the

L r e d  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e
i  f o r t h ,  and  s leu  aLL
lem,  and  i n  aLL  the

( ' ( ) (1 ! )1 . { t  I . i t t : t ' r ' , ; - l ' ,  i , ' l i ( ) i \ l  t l , l \ /o  i l , , :A l i l )  O l , t )  / l t , i i )  [ i ) i l ) ] . ) l i ,  ( t ( . ( \ : . ) ) , (1 i ) t . l
l : c '  l l t . :  i i r r i , :  t ' t / L i t : i t  i i t '  J n t , L  t l [ . r i . t ; , , t i t  r , t  [ . 1  1 i , i i , , - , ]  . L  ; t , . ,
n t ' { } r . )  t : i i ) t i .  t t  ( \ , c r . s ( .  1 ( r  -  ( , ; 1 1 1 1 1 1 ; r s  i s  ; t t i t l c , i  )

l l c ' . o c l  n t t t s t  l r : r ' c  b o c r r  c . r r r r i l r c c c r  . r ( ' s l l : r  h i l s  I ) o s s  r l ) l \
a l  r c ' l r d Y  t t r ' r t  v c ; r r ' - s  O l t i  r r ' l r c n  t l r c .  r r , i S r .  i l t ( . n  t r I r . i r , c t l  ,  o t l r r . t . -
t i r s c ' t l r c  k i l l i r r l l  o 1 ' t r . ' o  \ ' ( ' : l r ' ( ) l r l s  r r o l r l c l  r n l r k c  r ) ( )  s c ' s c .

; \ l s o ,  i r t  t i i c  l 1 ( ) l ' c  ( l ( . t r r i l c ' < l  : i 1 ( ) ) ' ) . L r l - . J c s L t - s r  L r i 1 . t l r  r r r
l , L r k e  2 ,  r v c  l c a t l  o 1 -  t l r t  : r r r g r r l , o l '  t l r c  / / , ; , . i ; r r 1 . r i i t , .  l ; , . 1 1  1 . r , ,  o f
t h c ' s l r c p l r c r t l s ,  c v c n  t l r e  c j g l r t h  c l i r r  e i l c t r r r r c i s i o n  o f  t h c -
c h i l d  ( v c . s c  : 1 ) , o f  b o t l r  S i r n c . n  I r . c r - s c .  : 5 - . ; 5 J  t r n d  A ' ' L r ,
t i t c  p r o p l r c t e s s  ( r ' c r s c  . l ( r - 5 S l  r  )  r . 1  \ O  l t O l i . l )  o f  u l t l  l i r s L -
n r e n .  l t a s  i t  l r c c n r r s c  t l r r . r - r r ' t ' r - .  N O l  i ) i - c s c t ) t  t r t  I I i s  b i r . i . l r ,
b r r L  c a n c  r n o t t t l t : ; ,  o r  v c i l t . s  l : r t  c r . ' i

I t i t l r  s o  p l u i r r  : r n  a c c o u t ) t ,  r ,  l r r .  r l L r  r r r  i r r i s t c . r s  s t  i l  l
i l c c r 0 l ) t  t . h r c c  r q  i  s c  m c r r  l r t  t l r c  s t ; r l r  l c ?  I  s  i t  b r . t : a u s c  t h c
b i l t l r  o f  t l r c  I J i r l r v l o r r i : r n  l r l c s s i : r l r ,  t l r c  f - a . l  s c  c l r r . i s t ,  w a s
: t t t c n c i c d  b 1 '  t l r c '  p l i c s t s  o { '  I l a r r l ,  r i i r i l c  t i r c  l r i r . t l r  o f .  t h r -
t l u c .  i \ l c s s  j a i t  r v ; r s  r u ' a i t c c l  u P o n  L r r .  N ( )  r . r .  I  i g i o r r s  I ) c r s o n s ?' I l t r i v  

t l r c  m i u r t c t ' s c c . n e  s o  c o l l n ( ) l l  t o  " ( , l r r . i . s t n u r s ' c l r r r

l i : r v c  l r o  o t h e l  c r l i g i l t  l t u t  " l l a l r l  .  "

CANDi , l rS

c a r r d l c s  a n d  c u l i t l  l c s t  i c k s  { r r c  l n c n t  i o r r c t l  a  r r r r n r l r c '  o l '
t i m c s  i n  S c r i l ) t u r c  i r t  r e l a t i o n  t o  G o d , b u t  t h c r e  i s  a l s o
thc  "c i . t rL t l le  c l '  t . i t c  u icked"  rvh ic l r  i s  to  bc  pu t  ou t  (Job
2 1 : 1 7 ;  P r o v c r b s  2 4 l . 2 0 ) .  l n  J c r c n r i a h  2 5  G o d  p r . o n r i s c s  t o
t a k c  f r o r n  l l a b y , J . o t r ,  " t h e  L i g h L  o J ,  t l r c  c a t t c i l c , r l v c r s c  l 0 ) ,
a n d  i n  R c v c l a t i o n  1 8 : 2 3 , a - s  t h c  c l c s t r - u c t i o n  o f  1 ; r o p h c t i c
I IABYLON T ' l l l -  GRI ; , \  I ' ,  l ' 1o1 ' l lLR OF l lA I {LOl  S  A\D i \ I ]OI I INATIONS
0F 1 ' l  I I ;  I rARl ' l l  i  s  conrp l  c t  c . ,  wc  rc r r< l  ,  

, ,Ar t t i  t .h r ,  f . i  q l t t .  r ,  j '  , t
can,lLr: slrt l .  L shi rt t :  t1c) m()),a aL <t I  L i  n thett .  , ,  

' l ' i re 
bLrrrr-

i n g  o f  c a n d l e s  i s  a  p a g a n ,  a n d  a  I l o m a n  C a t h o l i c  r i t u a l .
I t  i s  N O T  C h r i s t i a n .

LXCIIANGING CI I :1 'S

T h e r e  i s  n o  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  B i b l e  f o r  t h e  m u t u a l
e x c h a n g e  o f  g i f t s  a m o n g  b c l i e v c r s ,  f o r  A N y  r e a s o n ,  ) , e t
a l l  o f  t h e  p a g a n ,  m i d - w i n t e r  " f e s t i v a l s "  i n c l u d e d  g i f t .
e x c h a n g i n g .  I t  s e e m s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  m e n t i o n
o f  such  a  t ime  i n  t he  l l o l y  t r l o rd  i s  i n  t he  Apoca l yp t i c
s t o r y  o f  t h e  t w o  w i t n e s s e - s  o f  G o d  b e i n g  k i l l e d ,  t h e i r
d e a t h s  s e e n i n g  t o  b r i n g  s u c h  j o y  t o  t h e  u n g o d l y  t h a t  w e
read,  "And they that  chse.L l  upon the ear th shal l  re jo ice
ouer them, and make merr7, and shell send. gifts one to
q . t t o t h e r .  "  ( R e v e l  a t i o n  1 l  :  1 0 )  I  s n  r t  i t  s t  r a n g e  t h a t  t h e
a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  r r n g o d l y  a t  t h e  r l c a t h  o f  G o t l r s  p r o ; l h c t s
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IS IDENTICAL TO THE ACTIONS OF ' 'CI IRISJI '145I I  CELEBMNTS?
Not  rea11y ,  when  you  rea l i ze  t ha t  t he  h idden  p romo te rs
o f  "Ch r i s tmas r r  r i . t ua l s  a re  an t i ch r i s t s .

HAM DINNER FOR CHRISTI'{AS

In  sp i t e  o f  t he  ve ry  p la in  o rde r  i n  God ' s  Law tha t
we Erre not to eat swine (pig) , 

"And the saine, though
he divLde the hoof, and be clouenfooted, yet he eheueth
not the cttd; he is unclean to you. 0f theiz, f lesh shall
ye not  eat ,  and theiz ,  ca lcase sLnLL ye not  touch;  he is
u n c l e a n  t o  y o u "  ( L e v i t i c u s  1 1 : 7 - 8 ) ,  m o s t  C h r i s t i a n s  e a t
i t  a L 1  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  m a k e  a  g r e a t  s h o w  o f
having thei r  r rChr is tnas l larn ' r  on December 25th.  They may
not  know that  in  Egypt ian and Greek worship,  the sorr  of
t he  r r rno the r -god "  was  be l i eved  k i1 led  by  a  w i l d  boa r
r vh i ch  was  then  k i l l ed  by  t he  "mo the r -god"  p r i o r  t o  t he
" resu r rec t  i . on ' r  o f  i r e r  son  .  I n  commemora t i on  o f  t h i s  ac t
t h e  w o r s h i p p e r s  k i l l e d  a n d  o f f e r e d  a s  a  s a c r i f i c e  a  p i g
w h i c h  w a s  t h e n  e a t e n  b y  t h e  I ' c e l e b r a n t s ! I t

D iana  (men t i oned  i n  Ac ts  19 )  was  o f t en  po r t rayed
w i th  a  dead  boa r  o r  boa r t s  head ,  and  i n  t he  woodcu t
be low , the  Ronran  Empero r  T ra jan  i s  shown  bu rn ing  i ncense
to  D iana  r vh i l e  t he  boa r ' s  head  hangs  on  a  t r ee .

o v e r  3 , 0 0 0  y e a r s ,
t o  k i l l  a n d  e a t  a
rc tu rn  o f  t l r e  su l r

i t  has been common
p ig  a t  t l t e i - r  w in te r

( o u r  C h r i s t m a s )  .  I n

2 0

was cal led " t l r

ed as a sacri{
cooked,of ten s
mouth.  The cu
of Europe.
the eat ing

( I f  you
ea t i ng  p ig ,
INTERPRETAT

In Egypt
of fered at
w in te r ,  t he

In Rone,
cou ld  be
c a k e .  "  (
the Roman
one of  the
feated when
roused the

In Indi
Brahma.  In
by the pr i
page 227,

Itro Egypti
8lcrr

For
pagans
s f  t h c

among the
fes  t  i va l
Ro tnc ,  i t



ISTMAS'' CELEBRANTS?
re h idden Promoters
L 5 .

TI"lAS

'  i n  Godrs  Law tha t
:d the svtne, though
,ted, Aet he cheueth
t f  thei r  f lesh sLnLL
ye not  touch;  he is
mos t  Ch r i s t i ans  ea t
rake a great  show of
>nber 25th.  TheY naY
worship,  the sor t  of

: d  by  a  w i l d  boa r
c-god" pr ior  to  the
no ra t i on  o f  t h i s  ac t
l s a s a c r i f i c e a P i g
l n t s  ! t t

vas of ten Port raYed
and in the woodcut

rown burning incense
s  o n  a  t r e e .

een cornnon anong the

he i r  w in te r  f es t i va l

s tmas )  .  I n  Ro tnc ,  i t

was  ca l l ed  " t he  feas t  o f  Sa tu rn r rand  the  boa r  was  k i l l -
ed as a sacr i f ice to Saturn.  The ent i re animal  was
cooked,of ten served wi th an apple or  ponegranate in  i ts
mou th .  The  cus ton  s t i l 1  p reva i l s  i n  Eng land  and  pa r t s
o f  Eu rope .  I n  Ane r i ca ,  a lmos t  eve ry  m in i s te r  p rono tes
t h e  e a t i n g  o f  s w i n e ' s  f l e s h  b y  h i s  c o n g r e g a t i o n .

( I f  you  wan t  B ib l i ca t  AND med ica l  r easons  fo r  no t
ea t i ng  p ig ,  send  fo r  SWINE 'S  FLESH AS FOOD -  SOME WRONG

INTERPRETATIONS CORRECTED by Pastor  Enry)

THE CI"IRISTI'1AS GOOSE

In  Egyp t  a  f avo r i t e  o f f e r i ng  t o  Os i r i s  was  a  goose ,

o f f e red  a t  any  t i ne ,  bu t  when  o f f e red  i n  t i r e  dead  o f

w in te r ,  t he  goose  was  then  ea ten .
In  Rq rne ,  Juvena l  w r i - t es ,  " t ha t  Os i r i s ,  i f  o f f ended ,

cou ld  be  pac i f i ed  on l y  by  a  l a rge  goose  and  a  t h i n
cake . "  (The  th in  cake  has  become the  "wa fe r t '  used  i n
the  Ronan  Ca tho l i p  sac ramen t . )  H i s to r i ans  reco rd  t ha t
one  o f  t he  n igh t  a t t acks  by  t he  Gau ls  on  Rome was  de -
fea ted  when  the  geese  kep t  i n  t he  t enp le  o f  Jup i t e r  a -
r o u s e d  t h e  R o n a n  s o l d i e r s  w i t h  t h e i r  c a c k l i n g .

I n  I n d i a ,  t h e y  h a v e  t h e  t ' B r a h m a n y  g o o s e , "  s a c r e d  t o
Brahma.  I n  Baby lon  the  goose  was  o f f e red  as  a  sac r i f i ce
b y  t h e  p r i e s t s  o f  B a a l .  W i l k i n s o n  ( E g y p t i a n s ,  V o l '  V ,
p a g e  2 2 7 ,  s t a t e s  t l t a t  a n c i c n t  E g y p t i a n  h e i r o g l y p h i c s

2.--
Tho -Eryptlao Ood Scb, wlth hls symbol the goose; end tbo

Eacrcd (looso on r Btand, es o[ered in sacrillcc.l
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i n d i c a t e  t h e  g o o s e  s y m b o l  i - z c d  a  s o r l  ,  g i  v  i n g  i  t s c  I  f  t r p

i n  s a c r i f i c c  t l i a t  t h c  f a n r i l l '  t , ' i * , t a  b e  p r e s e r v c d '  ( T h a t

th i s  i s  f r om Baa l -  r vo rsh ip  r vhe re  t he  f i r s tbo r t l  son  \ r ' as

s a c r i f  i c e i l  t o  B a a l  i s  p r o b a b l e  -  s e e  i { a 1 J ' c y r s  B i b I e

I l a n d b o o k  o t t  " R e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  C a l r a a n i t c s . " )
I t  s e e n s  t h a t  s a c r i f  i  c e s  t o  f  a l  s e  g o d s  i v e  r - e  u s u a l  l y

o f  u n c l e a n  s p e c i e s .  T h e  g o o s e  i s  u n c l e a t i ,  b e i n g  c l a s s -

i f i e c i  r v i t h  t l i e  s r v a n  a n d  t l i e  p e l i c a n  o f  L e v i t i c u s  1 1 : 1 8 '

b u t  t h e n ,  s o  i s  c v c r y t h i n g  e J " s e  a b o u t  " C l l r i s t m a s  l "

CONCLUS I  ONS

T h e r e  a r e  I n a l l y  o t h e r  t h i n g s  I  c o u l d  w r i t e  a b o u t ,

b u t  t h e  s t o r y  i s  e r l n r o s t  t o o  t e r r i b l  e  t o  c o n t  i n u e  -  h o l

n o s t  o f  c h r j - s t e n d o m ,  e v e n  p r o f e s s i n g  c h r i s t i a n s ,  h a v e

b e e n  d e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  d a r k n e s s  i n t o  a c t j - n g  o u t

t h e  f i l t h y '  r i t u a l s  o f  B a a l  i v o r s h i p '

l r l o s t  a s t o n i s l i i n g  i  s  t l i e  a l n r o s t  u n i v e r s a l  r e j  e c t  i o n

o f  t h e s c  1 - r ' t r t l r s  a b o r . r t  L l r c  o r i g i n  o f  " c l t r i s t l t t a s .  "  [ l y  t ] r c

n r e n  i n  t h e  P r o t e s t a r l t  p L r l p i t s .  T h e r e  s e e m s  t o  b e  o n l y

o n e  a n s w e r  f o r  t h e m  -  t h a t  n o s t  o f  t h e n  a r e  n o t  t r u l y

f o l l o w e r s  o f  t h e  t r u e  N l c s s i a h ,  b u t  a r e  s e c r e t l y  p r i e s t s

o f  t h e  f a l s e  l ' l e s s i a h  o f  B a b y l o n ,  a n d  t h e i r  j o b  i s  t o

p r a t e  t h c  N a r n e  o f  c h r . i s t  t o  t h e  f  I o c k  r v h i l e  d i l  i g e n t l y

l e a d i n g  t h e n  i n  t l i e  " t v a ; '  o f  B a a l .  "

Orr r (l lrr i st tvartietl that "rt iTrly ::JmLL conte tn l ' ly Natne,

s a y i r t g  I  c u n  C h r L s t  ( a c t u a l l l ' p r o c l a i m i n g  t l t a t  J e s u s  i s

th "e  C i r r i s t  ) ;  a tu l  sha l ' 1 .  dece iue  ma t t? .1  '  "  ( l r t a t t 5ew  24  :5 )  I n

l r la t t l rcrv 7:  15 l le  sa id,  "Ben- j re of  j 'aLse pt 'op lLets,  uhich

.e37 ,s  f . ; t  r l c t t L  t n  s l r cep ts  e l " t : i t i r t g  (p ro fess i l l g , t l i ey  a re

bel  iever l  )  ,  b t t t  i ruat 'c l t 'y  t i tey are rauening Dol tses '  "

Pau l  vo  i ced  a  s  i - n r i L  a r  I va rn ing  to  h i s  f oL  l o t ve rs  ,
"Fot ,  f  l t t i , t ;  th is ,  t in t  af ter  r iy  Jepart ing s ln l l  gr ieu-

ct ts  ucLue: :  enbev'  i i t  c t t r to i t : l  ucu,  i ;c t  spar ing the i lock ' "

f A c t s  2 0 : 2 9 )
I t s e e l n s a c l u t l l , t l l a t i f r i e r r i l l n o t i r o l d f a s t t o

Goc l ' s  
' I r t r t h ,  we  sha l l  be  dece i ved  by '  n ren  t v l i o  c l a im  to

b c  C h r i s t i a t t s ,  y e s ,  e v e l t  n t i n i s t e l s  '  l ' l a y  G o d  g r a n t  t h a t

t h i s  b o o k l e t  o n  " c h r i s t n l a s r r b e  r - r s e d  t o  e n l i g h t e n  a n d

w a r n  C h r i s t t s  s h e e p ,  f o L  l l i s  g l o r ; ' ,  i n  J e s u s '  N a n e ,
P l ' s to r  She ldon  [ : n rY

2 2
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migh t ,  IN  TRUIH



g i v i n g  i L s c l l  t ' t P

p r e s e r v e d .  ( T h a t

f  i  r s tbo r r r  son  \ ' J Js

e  H a l l e l ' s  B i b i e

e 5 . " )
,  gods i , 'e  r 'e  usual  IY

: l e a n ,  b e i n g  c l a s s -

r f  L e v i t i c u s  1 l : 1 8 '

.  I ' C h r i s t r n a s  l "

: o u l d  w r i t e  a b o u t ,
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r d  t h e i r  j o b  i s  t o

: k  r v h i i e  c l i i i g e n t l Y

tLL corte Ln l ' |Y Nane,

r i m i n g  t h a t  J e s u s  i  s

,  t '  ( l u l a t t he rv  24 :5 )  I n

Lse proPl ie ts ,  uhich

1 > r o f e s s  i n g  t l t c l '  a r e
' nen ing  

Do l t t es  '  "

t o  h i s  f o l  l o t v e r s ,
pa r t  t n t  s l ,  t L  I  , 1 r i  eu -

-  - . 1 ^ ^ 1 ,  t l

spa rLnJ  L t t e  J  LOC^ '

i l l  n o t  h o l d  f a s t  t o

b ) '  men  r rho  c la im  to

l r lay God grant  that

; e d  t o  e n 1 i g h t e n  a n d

,  i - n  J e s u s '  N a m e ,

.o r  She ldon  Ln l rY

ADI) [NDA

The  ncec l  f o r  Ch r i s t i ans ,  o1 t ' l  and  yo tu rg  t l i  i f  : '  
who

w o u l t i  b e  f a i t h f u l  i n  c h r i s t ,  i s  t o  s t u d y  t h e  B i b 1 e ,  t h e

l l o l y  l { o r t l  o f  God ,  a t t d  obey  the  l ' r r r e  God  o f  I s rae l :  1 ' o

i h " t  " , l . 1  ,  I  s l l a l  l  r ep ro t l uce  hc rc  some  vc ry  Pc - r t r ne l l t

i r r s t r t r c t  i ons  i  r o rn  God .  l { ca t l  t  l t cm ,  l l c c t i  t  } r c tn  '  a t r c l  t hen

tur t r  an<, l  r 'eacl  more in  Godts l loncler f t l l  Book r* 'h ich I le  has

so  g rac ious l y  g i ven  to  t he  ch i l c l r en  o f  men '  t l l a t  we  a l l

might,  IN rRL-r I , ,  
] " j '1t1: :T __-,
E , C C L E S I A S T E S  T 2

r 3 1l sl-et us hcar thc conclusion of the
rvlibie mattcr: Fcar God, and keep his
commandments: for *ris is the rvhole
durl ' of man'-i j '  

f 'o, 'God shall bring evcry rvork.in-
'  io  ;u t1;1rncnt ,  u ' i th .cvcrY sccret  th ingt

rvhithir it be good, or u hcrhcr it be
evil'

2  C O R I N T H I A N S  5
ro Iror \\ 'c must all appcrr bcfore thc

iudgmcnt seat of Ciuist; r[ ir lt evciy one
may rcceive the thilrgs done in his bodl',
according to that he harh done, rvhcthcr
it be good or bacl'

2  C O R I N T H I A N S  6
r4 Ue rye not unequally I 'oked togctl lcr

with un6e[evers: for -rvhat fellolvship
hath righteousncss rvit]r. unrighteous-
ness? and what communion hath light
rvith darkness?

r5 And rvhat concord ltath Cluist rvith
R6"'l i- i l? or lvhat lart hath he that
bclicvcth rvith an inlidtl?

le-nnd rvhat agrccnlcnt hath the
t.-pt. of God rvith idols ?' lbr "ye a19 tltc
t.-r,I. of t le l iving God; as God hatlt
said. "I rvill drvcll in thcm, and rvalk in
thcnr; and I rvil l  be thcir God, and they
shall bc mY Pcoplc'

r7 Whcrefore tcome otlt lrom among
thdm, and be yeseparatc' saitl ' t  t ic Lorcl '
and tbuch noi the unclcrn thing; and I
wil l receive You,

r8 And ot"i l l  be a Fathcr unto -vou, and

-vc shall bc my.sons and daugirtcrs, saitlt
thc I-ord AlmightY'

C I IAP ' f l : i l  7
T TAYING ' thcrcforc thcsc pronr iscs,

I-f dclr 'ty bclovetl, lcI tts clcrnse ortr-
i lr.cs fr"m all hlthiness of thc tlcslr arrd
ipirit, pcrfccting ltolincss in the fcar of
God.



C O L O S S I A N S , 2
8 llervare 'iest anY man spoil ]'ou

,frro"elt piriios.rpiry- a-nd vain dcceit,
ri i .r 

' :ttt. 
trt. ir i ir-rn of menr, after the

Jrurlirncnts o[ thc rvorld, aud ttot altcr
Christ.
; 

-F;; 
'in hjm drvellcth ail the fulness

o-f thc Goiltcad bodilY.

I  J O H N ,  2
rs I-ove not the worl. l, neithcr the

things thet arc in the lvori'l' If r3n1' ffian
i;;;11';;.; ld, the love of rhe Father is

not  in  h im.-io 
i:ut all thrt is in the rvorld, the ltrst

ofthe l lesh, 'and the lust ofthc eyes) and

ihe ptide oil i f., is not oithe Iratltcr, but
is of the rr'orld.
z r I have not written unto you because

ve hnol not thc tnrtlt, but bccau.se
yc kn.rrv it, and titat no l ic is of ttre
trutl l.

2  J O H N
S Look to yoursclves, that rve lose not

,ri"i"iitl"*t' tuhrcit tui havc ri*rought'

6ut rlt*t u'c rcccivc a full rcward' - . .
o \\ ltosocvcr trirnsgrcsscth' and abid-

.irr ""^,"it-,rii aotqiltt of Christ' hath

"" i  6 , " f  .  i f  .  that  abidcth in  thc docuinc

;itili;i; i''.'ii.r.ti both the Father and
the Son."ii 

tr *t.t. conte any unto You' and

bring not thrs ooctrrne, receive him:rot

i. ioio*. house, 'neithcr bid.him CoJ

'l 'r ' j jo, 
he that bidrlerh him God speed

is o,rnafcr of his evil dcerls'

1  J O H N , 5
ro r\rr j  r tc knorv t l l r t  rvc arc of God'

rri tiL i ', ri ' ir rvorl' l, l i:th in rvickcducss'-.o 
Att.t rtc knolv tirrt the Son of GoJ

f"." ';;;, ,n,i ttarlt gii 'cu us au unJcr-

;i;i;;;, tl,tt t" rniY k.ow lu1:1t::]:

*u. ' ,  anJ \ \ 'e  ar i  in  i r in l  t l la t  ls  t ruc '  cvcn

it; i; S;. icsus Christ"I 'his ' is lhc true

UoJ,  an,J c lcr l ls l  I l lc '
: r  i . i r t t .  c l^ i lJrcn,  kccp yoursc lvcs

fionr idols. A'tncn'
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THE SPIRIT OF CIIRIST}IAS

HON. LOUISE DAY HICKS
O F  } t A S S A C I I U S E N S

IN  T I IE  } {OUSE OF REPRESENTA" I ' I \ IES

Tuesdau ,  December  14 ,  1971

I\[rs. HICI(S of Massacl]usetts. Mr.
Spsaker, the q.ords of Alfred Tennyson
suggest something of the beauty w'ith
which the advent of Clrrlstma^s ls clothed.
As Christmas comes do\r'n to us today, lt
ls I rlch hedtage of customs, tradiiions,
fo lk lore.  and legend. drar ' ,1 f i 'om every
age and t ime, and f lonr : : r lny lands and
peoples. To unraYel ils ml'sterl' is a fasci-
nating and inspiring experience-the
story, in essence, of the deepest desircs
of  the human heart .  that  ur iversal  long-
hg for  spir i tual  rene\ \ -e l  a l rd refresh-
ment.  T.hc $ 'o lds el  c :
'Ttle time dra\\-s r)e3r the bfrlh of CIlrist.

' I h e  \ I @ n  l s  h l d :  t h .  r l i g h t  i s  s t i l l :
The Christm&s bel ls fronl  hi l l  to hi l l
A r l s w e r  e r c h  o t h e r  i n  t h e  m i s l . "

The ldea of celebrating on or about
December 25 w&s born amonc &ncient
peoples long Delore Lne Dl ILt l  ot  L- t l r ls t ,
I6-FT63-c'iro $ere close .students of as-
tronomy and B'lro knen' that the l:lst days
of December s'ere the lime of Lhe winter
solstice qlren the sun dwindled and the
pq\1'srs_gf-d3$l}ersrqee med to bc_ELU.pC_
-qlll:l]felQlsgs q_llglt December 25 was
the turning-point  nL s l r ie i r  the sun began
to reassert ilself. and iLs power gave new
f;rondse of life and ft'uitful harvesls. In
Ronle, it wus the die.s nfttnll.s in!'leti
sol is- the bi r thcla l '  of  the utconquered
sun.

Inevi tably,  the Clrr is t . ian community
found th is venelable syurbol ism NgNy
appropriate for hel'alding the coming of
Christ, the "light of the s'ortd" which has
o1'ercome the dal 'kness of  desl)a i r .  So l t
wa.s Lhat gradually Lhe light of Christ ln
men's hearts and minds founds lts ex-
pression in the customs of the srm-feast.
now transformed and hatt<iiG-E-TIG
fstth a.rtd prayer of tJre Chrlstlan com-
mouwealttr-

In the same manner, other sustoms,
orlgiraly of pa.gs.n orieJr\ b.ave been
assimil.lted into ow C�hr{sftnas herit-

age-t.lre decorsuve tree, the glowing
oau)dlos, ttre storic.s ol S&nL{r clarr^s.
stockir rgs by the f i rcplacc,  grect i r lg cerds,
yule logs -a.II are norv a^s,sociatcd s.it,lr
tlre birlhclay of Christ.

In our own day ure keeping of Christ-
mas lu'r^s of Len bcen commercialized
beyond recogrrltion of ils spirilual es-
sence and ident i ty .  Yet ,  whi le a l loshrg
for the excess LhaL exisLs in any irlstiLu-
tion or ctLslorn. the Clrristmas co[u])erce
\\'c so oIt.en deplore does, in facl, nrearl
a livelihood for ntillions of lrople and
often the di{Ierenoe bet$'een success or
failu|e in business. ChrisLmas is, when
all is .s.cid ajld done, the birthday of
Jesus who spent mucir of his life in
honest cornmerce as a c.rrpenter, shar-
lng, \\'e may pr€surne, in the economic
sul) l )or t  of  l l is  fami ly.  r ' ike the very par-
ables irc told, His life ls an ex.rrnple of
an earlhly sfory s'ilh a heavenly mean-
ing. So it is q'ilh Christmas. W'lut€ver
t,hc cxcesses of its commerciali.zation. it
ha^s probably slirnulaLed more people to
help t,he poor and lo care for others than
ha^s any other hol iday in Ule c&lendar.
So long rs Cltristrnn^s scrves to rnrlie
chi l r l |en hapl)y,  t l )c  p l 'csence of  Chr lsb
r i i l l  hal low i t .

IL rvas one of Clrristia,nity's wisest
nrovcs to maintain the older midwintcr
feslival and to transform it in the spirlt
of Christ. I'he variety of ways ht which
Christmas is celebrated tells us that its
appeal is univcrsal. Even those outside
thc Chr ist ian fa i lh ere able to shCre- in
tlrc sDiril of Christnttus in the cendl--ositv
0 f  I i v i r r n .  I  l ) c  cx ( : ) r n r )Ae  o f  F recUr rg  n r t d
song, the sense of  l i fe to be renewed. For
Chr ist ians,  _the fea^sb has a sptc ia l  and
precrous nrealti:)g, sct forth in fhe old
c.1rol :

"Gql r t -st  ye meny gen:t lemelt :  let
n o t l l i l t g  y o u  d l s m 8 ' ,

I lerncn)ber Chrtst  Our Savlour q'a-s
b()r tr  on Chrlstn% Day

O  t i d i n g  o l  c o r r f o r t  a n d  J o y ! "

NIay the spirit of Christmas enter our
irearts and bring us all "even unto BetNe-
hem" lo behold his birttr and to heed
the ancient song of "peace on earth,
good \\'il l to men."

The  "mudd led "  t h i nk i . ng  above  i s  t yp i ca l  -  t ha t  r ve
c a n  s o m e h o w  " h a l l o w "  p a g a n  p r a c t i c e s  b y  a i l  j o i n i n g  i n .
Nonsense  -  nan  CANNOT "ha l l ow"  t ha t  wh i ch  God  has  con -
demned .  Bu t  anyway ,  she  pu t  i n  t he  Cong ress iona l  Reco rd
t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  o u r  I ' C h r i s t m a s "  r i t u a l s .

2 5



You
Thal
\1 irh
And

: iEs l  x+€e€;E
E:iflfi nEE:g€?
:  e  s+E ; !EE;;Eiileut:Fii
gl?€lfleHEEFgc
Ei E .$;l gEse EE;€
ii;:lFl E*;;re=s

! : 6 r L l  / a P '  r ' a '

You
You
And

So

(J

a
F

lll

: u o

a 6

i F r

; E ]
! " 6

c \ 9= ,
o

n t E

6 E

i.- ::

5 U O

e . =

5 k

c " 6

€ \ 9

a >
o

n t E

Z E

)  d 7 .

o o .

6
L  E .

# E :
t  3. .
s b

; 6 a
9  z o ," :  = 9

-  - 7 -
4  6 0
N  > C

i x e
v P o

5 Q c
ur r - r .9

' i * : :

HTEs
l3  ; l *  c

l"?la;
i l e  - l s  5
J l  u l o  @

,le i1;3
lh ;lI e
2l3il=E
;lr :lc :
- t 9  -  : t *

dE E tlg

g t  H  s : - { d
: '1.: E E i;

EI€ E;Ei
El  F i { .s . i
o l  i . X  t r t .

I l =  g a s
o l  ; , =  P * '
T I  T I  E :  E .
t lE l?  E  = :

;lrl; I *
€ l  s lE i e
E HIE g:

l . - " G

Y r { l a
Y ' = l a t  q

0  * l €  Eo=
5 € l r .E  :

. ,  @ =  o  O  U O 9  o €

! . ; " 5  _ E F A  5 &
E ; E '  ? K ;  I E t
u i * E  6  7  g E Z

€ E  Y , : -  b O O ; i
e - - 4 .

o ' , ' - - - .E  6Ee  ?BE
s - - z . T i E  - ' E 3  ^ o A
: E i *  _ E  z E  g =  !5 i 5 ;  E p E  ; C r

t :  9 ? - c ; .  o 6 ! tI  v - 9  a . - d  I  g S E

' g E  $  6 E  f - E E  5 6 $= > r . ^  > . r a u F  . Z O V
. E E A ' a E  n . z i  ( j 6 ' q' , E E E I g  F  , . 8 ,  t ' 4 2
i I e €:= u= ??EF.VZE
; - _ , , E d 6 | = p : i i 6
i . E € E s s b s € E ' 5 a

Efi'E*1EI'E E?lAiEi
li1iEllHEliiEEEli
iE:E:iHiil'=igc€gas

You
Eigl
You
0ldq

!

k

And
His
ls

He'll
And
A lie
Ile

*

*

: i 6 v r

F  ; -  1

> , E  . (

: o o
Y r E -
E = ! -

o 9 x

6 a =
! q t r

9 - = ,
@

o ; . - .
* ' o A
o " i

Eea"  E€ r i
pE d-z i1r 5 i
- = E  I  ' " t i  q :
€ : t s ' E  9 l =  *

a - ! l
E ? - d -

E ; E *  s l H t e '
* 3: * *lE[i,
5ra  €  E lE ls

€; ** tltt*
,= rE E' llElsr .1 HE Els le
E E gE HEIEt - ' F - Q  s  ' ' q l 9

E 9 H

qJ

- , ^ . l l n t - S

: t A  q - : , o ^ 2  R
1 - U U . f i

; - ! - o + J x
- -  5 i i * . i  0 ,  c 5
- i i  d  o .  ' o  t r  - k-  

- .  ; ,  -  n )' -  a )  -  -

; r -  c O O  ^ $ . c  
A

Y -  a r  c d  x  n v
-  r !  O

-  r  * - :  <  ;  - e

i :  d  a ,  t r ' ^ F .
J )  X  ,  .  r . ^  3 O

= .  q i : d : :  3
- a = d F _ u f F

J : z  
( H  O  c 6 s
O . a  O .  @

' .  o  P  U  H

5 5  E  - . \  |  H  0 )  d- - p o o H U P r u

- ;  + r  O -  m  6

t r F  - o  a 4 * ' i
' e 4 3 c J ' d o F : r !

= J .  ? E E  ^ . 9  =  o
: 2 = H P P L l t o

frr sEr?tE; i
3 tA s  g l f ; l " i r<  6

: i; r d=FF c
5  S  ESY l - : lE l c  I-  - ' - j : t x t ( 6 t . - . =
s 6 t . S 3 { ' l - a

: e; =:lel:l;;
: ;E F=l:l'Jz aE EE * ' t f i lEl le
! t  6  u I  o  l l l h . E-:: 

a; E H:17 ?
.r =; a g:lEl; :

{

' *
o

You
God
I n a

You 1
And i
Then
A e,il

You
Becari
And g
9:2?.

2 6



lEE;lHttil;i
is::lEklr!

l*ffil*l

E F f g l  H : E € i O '

i;;Ht ?E!iil?
Eg:fl l EeIE€ $:

*iaflfl??aia-ic
iEs€Ela €;:=;€+;
=vzA;le. l  s i t ic:$$

o --1.- t

E ?  c
e  ; . qH i : z

o E h
t ' ' =  f i
f i : : v

= q E
= L

X a  c

? 9
E > , ^

5 ' -
6 e -' - ;  

t r
E 3 E

. E = : p
= - i - =

gg i : :E  E ; '€  sE
fri lr.Ei sa€ ;te
[ s i t = ! i  l a l  H : E
l ^ s > '  - . i :  6 q 3  0 ( g c
. l ! 4 t . - a > . . 5 E  = 6 4  i ^ E e

:IEE;EE? :;e ;Ei; l i l :  f E s " ; E i  P 5 E
I I E L : g E 9 : : ; E €  E T F

i lsle ;f i r ' ;eE 7 Ei " ie E

: lelE " :  #e F:iu; E"EE
lx lgg€EsE 5 ;€€  r3=

I

5
(!

:

7.

p

CJ

F.l

t-

Dear ilfom and Dad
Y o r r  s r t r ' ,  t l t t r r :  t s  l t  S l t t t l l t  ( l l l t r t s
' l ' l i l t t  r v e t r r s  t l t o s t l  l r t t :  t ( ' ( l  s l l l l s ,

W r t h  l o n g ,  r v l t t t e  b c : . t r d ,  l t n d  t a s s e l t l t l  t : a p ,

A n d  g r e a t ,  b i g ,  h i g l h  t o p p c d ,  b o o t s .

Y o u  s a 1 ' ' ,  h e  h a s  a  g r e a t ,  b i g ,  s l e i g h ,

E i g h t  t r n y  r e i n d e e r  P u 1 1 ;
Y o L r  s a l ' ,  w i t l r  t o 5 ' s ,  l n d  t l i i n g s  f o r  t : l t r l d r c t t

O l d  S a n t a  h a s  i t  f  u l l .

Y o u  a l w l t v s  s a ) ' ,  o n  ( l h r i s t t t l l t s  l ' l v t l  ,
" N o v , ' h e ' l l  b e  h e r e  t o t t t q l t t .
" J u s t  g o  t o  b e d ,  a n d  g o  t o  s l e e P ,
" A n d . t h i n g s  r v i l l  b e  l l r i g h t " '

S e v e r a l  d a y s  b e . f o r e  C h r i s t l l l a s  c o n l e s '

Y o u  t a k e  t t s  t r P  t l t e  s t r € ' e t '

Y o u  t e l l  u s  S a n t a  C l r r u s  i s  t l t e r e ,

A n d  t r e  a i r , ' a y s  h a s  a  t f  t ' l l t .

S o  w e  g o  u p ,  w i t l t  l \ l o n r ,  o r  D l l d ,
A n d  l o o k  a t  o l d  S a i n t  N t c k .  I i c v . 2 : 6 '  1 5

I I i s  o l d  f a l s e  l a c e ,  a n d  b i e  r e d  s t t i t

I s  e n o u g h  t o  m a k e  Y o u  s i c k .

H e ' l l  s h a k e  y o u r  h a n d ,  a n d  l i e  s o  b i g ,

A n d  a s k  y o u  w h a t  t o  b r l n g :
A  l i e  i t  i s ,  I ' l l  t e I I  t h e  t r u t t r ;
I I e  n e v c r  b r t t t A s  a  t l l i n g .

S h a m e  o n  y o u  p a r e n t s ,  t o  t e l l  s u c h  t h i n g s .

Y o u  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a  l i a r ,  J o h n  8 : 4 4 .  R e v '  2 2 : � 1 5 .

G o d ' s  b o o k  s a y s ,  y o u ' l . l  h r t v e  y o u r  p a r t

I n  a  l a k e  t h a t  b u r n s  w i t h  l l r e .  R e v . ; 1 1 : 8 .

Y o u  g o  t o  c h u r c h ,  a n d  s r n g ,  a n d  s h o t t ,
A n d  a l s o  t e s t i f y ,
T h e n  g o  h o m e  a n d  t e l l  Y o u r  c l t i l d
A  g r e a t  b i g  S a n t a  l i e .  I  C o r .  6 : 9 , 1 0 ,

S h a n r e  o n  y o u ,  M o n r .  S h ; ' m e  o n  y o u  l ) a d .

Y o u  a u g h t  n o t  d o  t h a t  w a Y .

B e c  a u  s e  y o u ' l l  h a v e  t o  I  a c  e  t  h e  L  o r d  ,
A n d  g i v e  a c c o u n t  s o m e  d a y !  E c c l .  1 2 : 1 4 .  t l e b .

9 ' . 2 7 . 2  C o r .  5 : 1 0 .  M a t .  1 2 : 3 6 ,  3 7 .  I s a '  8 : ? 0 "

G I e n n  D .  l V a t e r s
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COMMUNIST
two  newspaper  a r t i c l es '  The  ru le rs  o f  wo r l d

have NO OBJECTION to Santa Claus and other

syrnbols of  Baal  rvorship '  t l " t  are.cer ta in lY

and woulc l  oPpose any C'hr is t ian symbols '  )

84 The Arizona RePublic Phoenix, Thurs., Dec' 12, l96t

East Berlin gayer this Yule,r'i:Tii#i5t
considerable from an East Berliner's view' ixnlx Clatrs in this forma

BERL'N -TlffHTtring air per- "# *: li:$T.lij 
':;T"-H:.?"''Jt"';:,,''l'"1',1.,,.. **

ura"".6***ist d'ast Berlin this Christmas '',|'ii; 
ir;rt;;;:'Jov, clearlv' tiT P!-otI,]:lottn ft.ttt.lhe :ki:-' ll:YdUEJ w"e"-'--- "^'"ri"ir* 

,"a itre' receiving but in b€ing)efole Christrnas in
season compared to prevlor ' ls  t t " ' ' ' '  

- - "^--  ! [ ! - !^  ^ :  ^"r  rnd hrrv vorr ld f ind l i t t ie  s

There are more lights, -more decorations ablelo go out and buy'

and arternpts at maliing #"$;;"";-i.{H 
- 

r* 
-.o*^,uNlsr.TF1T.'-:T,:9T::::]!T:::?']']J 

lli'.i'and at ternps at  mal i ing the seasor.vtstote;  TI{E co}f t IuNl5t '  r€8lme suwruurarrJr^r , , .^-  r l 'o  Soviet  and

,";"-';iil. and morJstreet activitY--than the'lelieious aspect of cttlislrna;"$tuiiffii:"'it." t'pit'i'
ilii"r., .i.rpiG large-scale earth. upheavat.l th.l.rt it play.s a, larse 1,{1Ltt.
because of a buildrng prosram in'the citv ;;;;;t;''uiit" tttopt ttttl:.:l::l*"*tot'..:":.l,lfitt*"Yllllq:;,

L:rtil:;;il;;'ei-lv ct''i't'as Eve' 11d c-e.1t1ar illT'c1lffilt"llil", 
ARE welr stocked and more buv' cl*istryas Eve is the !':di!':n"l 6u'ttoletoratto^''')',|it , ,tI

inq porver seems evidcnr. Eiclusive shops on ti*rioi'[iJl+i".c_9lT]:lys' services in::;1.: ;-:'::^,'

untir den Linden str, "ri;;';;;'.i;A iiil"d;Jffii*i;*i^*iJri.il'lj'i$l'";;;'.,.* ,,,*,,giil.',i: lT'l.'iiffi;",iEpfi i"v .*.*],"f,*t*i',*ft#$""1, "il!,,i11?,'i:jl',i,i['i&'li
u:il'$,Ti"ifl H{#f,,YlYiliffi liil*'"ii';$; i" sf1.9y;,g;s-c"tdearar,:ii' .*t r,,1 ,ii, ;i
Nreissen china. "uh.ich';;.i"i;*l*ili1,;ea.or wharrearr;i 

ii: 
niln 

Nil*n,Jeissen china- 
'� '--'"-:-i in- :it3'"Tt'ifitiu'ut! iiolutt"*' his n a nr e is Dod '

::J,l'::'ffi ;fIS;Xf "i"fi'Hl'*H 
""ff1iff,*;;"';;;' 

:. *s:ll:*'$",liiiiii,,'ll'1?;'$
H-': j::,*^oi'I,iii *'|$" Red Armv r?{ d'";"il;;;il";tilt! iil;; trioitionat'1'"lufi;ilillffit
;":#:'i';'.';-;il., Jells. for the equivalent famiiv satherinss'
of $11e0. An ordrnarv 'n'ii Jli ;;';;i il"t ti,. separation mea'ns m tfe' n91lii;fifi:l*tiil. ^I:''io,'T'
szg. ers ;;;;;.;i" the que*ions-put ll.y::1i"";; 

'..i"a..i.i'o 
iii i'

christmas decorations 3l: tptT.dllg,,*- ilIrn ittiatntt to foriigners who have *iti"p'"ito 
-lv 

his g'-

*.".j?r"o* aortntown past the now tradjtion- cess to East Berlin' oaughter Snegurochka i

, i 'Eit i i i", iJ m"'x't """-on Karl lt larx 
--4ell 

me"' one,uoman-asked' 
"what doertnolu lrlaidcn)'

,\llee and onto the fronts oiapartment build' it roox'rir,e'ouei there: Are the people better rr. ^"..ie. a bag Nl

inss. "ril-iirv-i".t chridmas across tlte wotl wasgiits" 
lli .-lll tfl, q:f,lings. off? ilIy.last Christmas across llle wall walgifts not. only' for good

THERE ARE lighied-.trees near the wall in 1965." .6ovs and girls but for

shutting off West se,l,n "na..o'" directly It norv appears that 
.t!i yj} le tne th.irdas.wcll

under the Brandenburg uate. ,u.. .r1iu. 'Chti ' t*ut ! fut.  *",Communtsu r '^ h'r" ' im in his

The stvle of the East's. Christmas is still itit13.i"i'ita 
to grant West Berliners passes

f ar short of west sttr'n J'[ui"'piog"tt It to visit Uteir East Berlin relatrves'

( R e a d  t l t e s e
" communi sntt

enb lems and

a n t i c h r i s t ,

5 ^  I U R D A Y .

Sovie
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NIST COTJNTRIES!
es .  The  ru le rs  o f  wo r l d
o  San ta  C laus  and  o the r
h ip .  TheY  a re  ce r ta in l y

Chr i s t i an  sYmbo ls .  )

blic Phoenix, Thurs., Dec.12, 1968

er this Yule
derable hom an East Berliner's view.

one woman Put lt, 
"We have !o live

. not West Berlin, so we must adjust to
i we have." Joy, clearly, lies not only in
giving and the receiving but in being
to go out and buY.

m COtrtlIUNIST rtgime subordina(es
relieious aspect of Christmas but none-
,.s It playt-a large role in East Berlin-
Iives. Litile shops sell hand-carved cribs,
these always go bY Christmas Eve.

ristmas Eve is the traditional German
r for celebrating Christmas. Services in
Protestant I\larienkirsche, Berlin's oldest
'ch. are packed. IfidniSht Mass, cele-
,ed'bv Aiired Cardinal Bengsch, also
rs a tutl house in St. Hedwig's Cathedral,
ouqh most Germans in this area of what
g ias Prussia are Protestant.

HE WAII, of course, PlaYs a big role of
rpening spirits at this time of traditional
rily gatherings.

hat the separation means to the Berlin-
is evident in the queSions put by West

'lin residents to foreigners who have ac-

s to East Berlin.
Tell me," one woman asked, "what doe:-
rok like over there? Are the people better
I IrIy last Cliristmas across the Wall was
t965-"
t now app€ars that this will be the third
cassive'Christmas that the Communists
re refused to grant West Berliners passes

visit their East Berlin relatives.

5 ^ T U R D A Y .  D E C E I " l B E R  7 ,  I 9 6 8 ' l ' 
l1 p P ll t r: rt i x ( ) it z r: l.l- e PAGE 18

Soviet Sonts SsluteC
Bv  I l INRY S I I . \P IRo

It ( )SCtOW {LrPlr  TheIe is
nc ( io<j .  no Chr istn las and no
Sanla Claus in th is fornla l lY
a the i s t  coun t r l .

But  a l lar t ian droPPing
do tn  f r o rn  t he  sk i cs  t he  daY
bcforc Clrr is t rnas in I r loscotv
uould f ind l i t t le  suPerf ic ia l
d i f [ercnce in the atnrosPl tere
betrrecn lhe Soviet  and anY
rvestern capi ta l .

The publ ic  bui ld ings,  shoPs
and centra l  thoroughfares are
dccorated rv i th Chr ist tnas
t lees -  only thcY are cal lcd
yo l ka  l f i r  t r ee ) .

San la  C laus  i s  t he re  i n  a l l
h i s  g ' o r v  -  a l l  n raPPed  uP  i n
red coat .  fur  cap,  rvhi te
brarded and high booted.  Rt t t
his n a nt e is Dod Nloroz
(Grandfather Frost) ,  a PoPu-
lar  non-Chr ist ian { igure f rom
Siavic ml thologl ' .

Grandfather Frost  colnes
do\Tn f rom the \or thPole r id-
ing a reindeer sled and is ac-
companied bY his grand-
daudhter Snegurochka ( the

Snorv I\laiden ).

I Ie carr ies a bag fu l l  of
gifts not onl,"- for good little
bovs and girls but for adr,rlts
as wel l .

To help h i rn in hrs chores

r l t . - '  depa l l n t r I t  s t I r ' n c  a l l d
snecia l iz-ed noVcl t r '  sh(r l )s  car-
, ! '  l n . ge ,  1113n  l l sL taJ  s t r " ks  o f
good ies  and  peop l c  a re  en -
c " r r r ag .d  t o  r l o  t l t e t r  c1 ' , ' 1 ' p i n I

ear ly to avoid cror tds.

' l 'he 
t ror t i r le is  that  a l l  t l tcse

p repa ra t i nns ,  a l t houqh  t t l a t l e
nn o1 2[ot t t  ( ' l t r is tn l l ts  l ln te.
are not  intended to observe
( hr is t rnas *  I t ich is  not l -
existent  here legal l "v- .  but  to
rusher in and celebrate the
n-ew Year,  s ix days latcr .

' l ' he re  i s  n  rPa l ,  r c l i { i o t t s
(  l r r i s tmas  I nn ,  l r t t t  t l r r t  j s

only for the Russian 0rtltodor
bel ievers and i t  comes on
Jan. ? rvhich is  the Dee. 25 of
the Jul ian Calendar st i l l  ob-
served by the Church.

Ru t  a  f c r r ' 1 ' ea r s  be fo re  l he
rvar,  a c lever o ld l lo lshet ' ik ,
A lexande r  I ' o s t vshev ,  t he
leader of  the Ukrain ian Clonl-
nrunist  Part l ' .  rvho t las later
" l iquidated" bY Stal in.  Per-
suaded the cnL)ntrY to revive
the old Russian mid-winter
t radi t ions of  dressing uP a
Yolka and rvelcorning Ded
Iloroz.

The idea spread l ike wi ld-
f i re and soon enough Netv
Year 's da1'  became not  onl l -  a
legal  hol idav but  the ntost

. lovfu l  t l l rv  of  t l te leer,

2 9

n ra rked  b i  q rand  ba l l s  i r r  t h r
I i r  c r r r l j n .  spend inq  t he  n i gh t
, , t )  ' l t r  t osn  l r r d  esc i r t t t q i l t g
o f  g i f t s .

Clala caviar  and chatnPagne
d inne r  a re  sen 'e t l  i n  a l l  t he
lro lc ls ar td rcstat t rants.  at l t l
p i t l '  1ht '  poor fc l lo iv r t l to has
not rnade his reservat ions b1'
t he  rn i dd le  o f  December .

l l r e l e  i s  e r r t l l e ss  pa r t v  g i t -
ing and part l '  going and t l te
runivcrsal  exchange of  g i f ts .

' l 'herc is  a real  Chr ist tnas
tree (  1 'o lka ) .  and none of
t h ( r se  pun ) '  s l n t hc t i c  t t ecs  o I
the rvest .  In every house and
in-st i tut ion manJ'  of  the 1 'o lkas
a re  pu t  up  bc fo re  Dec .25  so
foreigners,  accustomed to the
\restern Chr istnras,  get  the i l -
I us i , r r t  o f  ac tua l l v  cc l eb ra t i t t r :
i t  here.

The countr f  is  a l l  decorat-
ed and ready to celebrate b1'
Chl is tnras t ime but  excePt for
the smal l  western colonY the
big da1'  comes on the eve of
tne new -vear.

Probably more monev is
spent,  more fotd and l iquor
consut led and more gi f ts  ex-
changed dur ing the Soviet
equivalcnt  of  Yule than on
any other hol iday of  the 1 'ear,
inc luding t rTa.v* Dav and the
N t l i o n : , 1  l l t r l i t l : t v  o f  r * o v . 7 .



l ' i l i t  i \oR.N I N(; AFl'Ett :

r ' l ' r i ; - i s  t i r c  t l u l '  l i ' t e r  C l t l i s t n r a s ,  a n d  a l  i  t l i r o r r g l r  t h c  l a n d
N l i l l  i . o n s  r v c r e  a i l i n g  o n  e v e r y  h a n d .
lV i t i r  heads  eve f  ach i . ng  and  b lea ry  red  eyes
I r r o n i  g , o r g i n g  t h c r n s e l v e s  o n  p l u r n  p u d d i n g s  a n d  p i e s
O n  t o p  o f  t h e i r  c h i c k e n ,  o r  h a m  o r  g o o s e ,
' l ' o  s a v  n o t h i - n g  o f  r v a l  l o r v i n g  i n  C h l i s t m e s - g i f  t  b o o z e .

The ; '  r vo l sh ip  an  i n rage  i n  chu rch  o r  a t  ] r ome  -

An  o ld  l ) agan  p l ' ac t  i c c  p lo rno ted  by '  Rome.
' T r v a s  a  J e s u j - t  p r i c s t  r v h o ,  n a n y  y e a r s  p a s t ,
I ' i e J  C i i r i s t  i n  l l i s  c r i b  u r r . l  l l i s  c o r p s e  t o  t l i c  m a s t ,
So  Ronre ts  f  l ock  r vou l -d  bo r , , '  do r r ' n  -  aga ins t  God rs  conmand
' l ' o  pay ,  l i onage  to  i -mages  rnade  by '  manrs  l i a r t d .

N . I V . W .

SOI\ IE FiNAL TI IOUGII I 'S AND QUESTIONS:

I ' c r l r aps  son rc  rn ' c l l - nean ing  pa re r t t s  n ray  say ;  r r l Ju t  r , / e
on  11 . '  kee i r  Ch l  i  s tnu rs  i r ccause  i t  i s  so  n tuch  fun  fo r  t he
c h i l d r c n ,  w e ' r e  n o t  l t l l A l , l , Y  w o r s h i p p i n g  S a n t a  C l a u s  a n d
t  i r e  t  l e e ,  o r  t l r o s c  i r c ' a t l r e  r r  g o J s  |  "

L c t  r n e  i ) o s c  s o n e  f i n a l  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  y o u  t o  c o n s i d -
c r  i n  v o L r l  l l c a l ' t :

l .  l l u l e  ) , o r r  c o r r s i , . l e r l c J  t l r a t  c l t i l c i r e  r i  t r r t t l c r s t a t t t l
t  h i ngs  I )  i  | | l l l { LN ' i ' l ,Y  t l i an  ; ' ou  n r i gh t  t l t i nk  t hey  do?

: .  l l a d  y o u  c o n s , i d e r e d  t h a t  y o u r  " a c t i r . t g  o u t r r  t h e
r i t r . r a l s  o f  p a g a n  B a a l  i v i  L  I  t e a c h  t h e m  t o  d o  s o  a l s o ?
A n d  t l r r r s  b e g i n  a n o t h c r ' g r ' n c r - a t i o n  o f  t h e  s a n e  r i t u a l s ?

3 .  I l a d  1 ' o l r  c o n s i c l e r - e d  t l r a t  t l r e  e m o t  i o r r s  g e n e r a t e d
b y ' " C h r i s t r n a s ' r  r i t u a l s  n i a ) , r { c l 1  a f f e c t  t i i e  E N ' l ' I R E  L I F E
o t  t he  c i r i  l d ren  God  l i : r s  g  i ve r t  ) ' o i l  t o  t  each  and  p ro tec t  ?

'  A  f e r r '  d a y s  a g o ,  r v l i i 1 e  i n  a  l o c a l  s t o f e ,  I ' o v e r h e a r d
a  m o t h e l  t e l l  o f  h e r  l i t t 1 e  b o y '  c a t c h i n g  s l t e  a n d  h e r
i r r - r s b a n d  p L r t t i n g  t h e  g i f t s  u r t d e r  t l i e  t r e e .  S i r e  s a i d ,
" l 1 e  s a r v  u s ,  a n c l  b e g a n  t o  c 1 ' ) ' , s l t o u t i t t g ,  r Y o u  l i e d  t o  m e ,
y o r . r  1 i e . l  t o  m e , ' r  a n d  r a n  b a c k  t o  h i - s  r o o n  c r ) ' i t t g . "  S l t e
r v a s  l a u g h i n g  a s  s h e  t o l d  i t ,  f o r  s h e  t h o u g h t  h i s  t e a r s

r r , e  1 -e  on  l ; '  ove r  "  Los i t t g  Sa l l t a  C  l  a r r s  .  "  l { ha t  s l t e  n ray  neve r

rea l  i  ze ,  was  I l [  l l ' \D  . ]US  I  L0S1 '  l l IS  1 'RUST IN  I I IS  FA l ' l l t sR

A N D  l l l s  i U O T I l i j R l  
' t ' l i a t  l i t t l e  b o y  r i i l l  t r e v e r  f o r g e t  t h a t

n ig l r t  .  l l c  r v i l  l  N I r \ I l r l l  , \ t l , \ I i ' , 1  t l - t l s t  h , i s  pa ren ts  as  he  l i ad

l ; c { - o l e .  l l l r r r t  l r  v i c t o t ' ) ' l - t t t ' s l t t l i t t .  ( l o d  a l t l t l c  k t t c l t l s  l t o w

n r t r c l r  c v  i  I  i s  w t ' o t r g l r t  l r y '  " t ) h r i  s  t l t l a s  .  "

N l y  t ) h r i s t i a n  1 r ' i e n t l  -  l e a v c  t l i i s  p a g l r t i  t - i t u a l  -  y o u

w i l l  b e  a n t a z e d  a n d  c l e l j - g l i t e d  a t  t h e  s e r e n i t y  a n d  r e s t

t h a t  r v i l l  c o m e  L l P o I t  y o u  a s  y o u  p a s s  b y  t h e  t c n s i o n s  a n d

3 0

l. it I -s c t'tno t ions
o f  t l i c s c  t i r r n g s
f o l  v o t t ,  a l t d  :
l l i rn . cod rr'i l.l
I  I  i  . s  l r  l o rn  l  51 . ,
t , t t l  t : 1 t , , ; l  / i , '  i l ;

I t  sccrns obi. ious
l )agalt  custorrts.
u c  t a k c a l ) a g a n
o n  l r c h l l l ' o i  H i r n ,
I rca thcn  pagan I
onc tncdiator
Yahshua I\, lcssiah
An,\/()ltc c I sc bcsitles
I t  is  our .  l ropc th is
l . r i r r r t  t ,or r  c loscr  in



I  I  t h ro r rg i r  t h t l  l and

d  e y e s
i n g s  a n d  P i e s
o o 5 e ,
t m a s - g i f t  b o o z e  '

rt l iome -

) m e .
: s  p a s r ,
) s e  t o  t h e  m a s t ,

r i ns t  God ' s  co runand
I  s  ha t rd .

N . l ' J ' l ' J '

QUESTIONS:

t s  may  saY ;  " l l u t  r ve

so  nuch  fun  fo r  t hc

i -ng Santa CIar ' rs  and

r s  f o r  Y o u  t o  c o n s i d -

c h i I d r e r t  t t t t t l c t ' s t a t t t l

: h i nk  t heY  do?

)u r  t t ac t i - l t g  ou t i l  t he

t h e m  t o  d o  s o  a l s o ?

o f  t h e  s a m e  r i t u a l s ?

e  emo t i ons  gene ra ted

f fec t  t he  EN ' i ' IRE  L IFE

to  t each  and  P ro tec t?
a L  s t o r e ,  l '  o v e r h e a r d

ca tc l i i ng  she  and  he r

t h e  t l e e .  S i r e  s a i d ,

.  i r r g ,  r Y o u  I  i e d  t o  n e  '

r i s  r o o m  c r Y ' i t l g ' "  S h e

she  t i i ough t  i r i s  t ea rs

; .  "  h h a t  s h e  n i a Y  n e v e r

tS  TRUST IN  I I IS  ITA ' I I lER

i i l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h a t

h i . s  pa re l l t s  as  he  l l ad

. Coii a I clrte kllclt ls lt<.iw
. -  |  I

h i " s  pagan  r - i  t ua l  -  You

the  se ren i tY  and  res t

s s  b Y  t h e  t e n s i o n s  a n d

1 . a l s c  c t n o t  i t r t t s  o l

o f  t h e s c  t h i n g s .

fo r  r . 'o t t ,  a t tc l  { 'o r '

I l i r n .  ( l o t l  l v i 1 l  l ) r
i l i s  l r t o t t t i  : : , ' ,  t t , ' ' '  I

, 1 , , , j  , , ' 1 1 ,  i 1  1 1 , '  i t :  r ;

"  A t t t l  t c a c l t  1 ' o t r r  c l r i  l d r c l r

t l r c  t r c ' r v  l e s P c c t  t l t c v  i i i r v t -

i  l l  l r o t t o r  t h o s e  t v l t o  l l o t r o r

i r i i t l  r - c r t  a t t t l  g r " a l r t i c l r i  l t i r e - ' r l
'  

i , t  l l t "  i s , t t t  / 1 , ' 1 : i i ' t i ' i  ; '
' l  ' i  t ' , : t "  ! ' t " \ ' i  : | . t l

" C l i l i s t n l i l s .

Y o t r  r t i l l  s L ) c
( l l r l i s t .  G o t l

L ) \ ' c  i t t  v o t t t ' c
:  ) l  ; / l

I t  sccnrs obr ious t i rat  thc \ \ rord is clui te clcar as tcr
pasal l  custolns. ancl  that thcv u'crc clcspiscd. 

' f l tc 
vcrf  idca

uc  takc  a  1 )agan cus tor t t  obscrvc  i t  i t t  r ta tnc  o f  our  Sav io t ' .
o n  b c h a l f ' o f ' l l i n r .  l t i s  n r o t l t c r  o r  A n v  s a i n t  i s  \ \ ' r o n q .  l t  i s  s t i l l  a
hcathcn l )aga l l  t ra r l i t ion  no  lua t tc r  u l ta t  vou  ca l l  i t .  

- l -hc rc  
i s  bu t

onc  nrcd ia to r  bc ts 'ccn  our  I l cavc l t l l '  I ra thcr  a t tc l  n ta t t .  our  Sat  io r
Yahshua i \ l css iah  nros t  kno \ \ 'as . l cs t ts .  Pra f  ing  to  a t ty  sa in t  o r
an \ 'onc  c lsc  bcs i r l cs  I I i l n  i s  con t lc tn t rcd  bv  t l t c  \ \ /o r r l  o l - ( io t l .

I t  i s  ou l  l ropc  t l r i s  book lc t  l tas  L rccn  a  b lcss ing  to  1 'ou ,  to

br in r t  t ' ou  c loscr  in  1 'our  rc la t io r tsh ip  u ' i t l r  yo t t r  C t ' ca to t '&  Sar io r .
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^3 Thou dshalt have no other gods be'

tore me.'; 
Til; shalt not make unto thee any

*iu.n-i*tge' or any l ikeness of any

iirir i ' i trri- it- in heaven above, or that.is
in the earth beneath, or that ls lD tne

water under the earth:"i'ff.r"" 
,rttalt not borv dorvn thyself to

tf(.-.-"ot servc them: for I the. Lono
ii l; 'd.l;- or icrlous God, nvisit ing.thc

in iqui tv  of  the f r thcrs t lnon thc c l ' l l ldren
unto the thirt l rrnd fourth gcneratlon oI

them that hatc nre;'e 
l"J;ltt.wing mercy unto thousands

oi them that love me, and keep mY

commandments.
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