Please Contact Your State Representative
To Support an Illinois Resolution, HR0173 That Says
‘BRING OUR TROOPS HOME NOW’
1.  Go to Chicagoans Against War and Injustice website at 

http://www.noiraqwar-chicago.org/
2. Click on “Who’s My State Rep” on the right hand side and get the contact information for your local state rep.

3. Contact your State Representative locally or in Springfield via phone, letter, fax or in-person visit.  Email is not as effective. 

4. Ask them to support  HR 0173, sponsored by Rep. Lou Lang of Skokie and others.  Do not be surprised if they ask “what bill?”  This is the normal question all legislators ask.  

The synopsis of the bill, which is still in committee:

Disapproves of the decision of President George W. Bush to deploy more than 20,000 additional combat troops to Iraq and urges to immediately begin an orderly and rapid withdrawal of all U.S. troops from Iraq. This is the same position that won by large majorities everywhere it was on the Nov. ballot.
To look up the bill and read the full text see: http://www.ilga.gov/

WHY? 

1. We have lost too many soldiers in Illinois and too many Iraqis have died in an unjust war that should never have been started. Illinois is ranked 8th in number of soldiers lost in the war—122 and counting. No one really knows the number of Iraqis killed, but estimates range from 60,000 to 600,000.
2. We can’t afford the war. 

Illinois has spent $22.8 billion dollars on the war in Iraq.  Social services and healthcare in Cook and DuPage (and the rest of  Illinois) are suffering from severe cuts. 
3. A majority of Illinoisans and Americans want the troops home rapidly.  

 Recent polls show 57% favor a timetable for withdrawal.  (http://www.pollingreport.com/iraq.htm & Washington Post/ABC April 16 poll) 
4. The resolution will give our Congress people more leverage in ending the war in Washington.  Senator Durbin has told advocates of this resolution that such legislation gives Illinois lawmakers leverage in Washington to argue and vote for bringing the troops home. 
