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***MEDIA ADVISORY***

CHICAGO COMMUNITY JOINS THOUSANDS OF CANDLELIGHT VIGILS TO DEMAND A REAL DEAL AT THE COPENHAGEN CLIMATE TALKS

As climate negotiators gather in Copenhagen, local residents will hold a solemn candlelit procession from Federal Plaza to the iconic Bean followed by a vigil on Saturday night to demonstrate public support for an agreement strong enough to actually slow climate change. This local action will join thousands of coordinated vigils happening in more than 100 countries as part of “The World Wants a Real Deal” campaign to demand a fair, ambitious and binding climate agreement.

WHO:
Greenpeace Chicago, Rainforest Action Network Chicago, Little Village Environmental Justice Organization, and concerned citizens of Chicago.   Local groups are supported internationally by 350.org, tcktck.org and Avaaz.org.  
WHAT:
Candlelit procession from Federal Plaza to the iconic Bean. The procession will be followed a vigil. Some highlights include: stories from the front line of climate change and a presentation of Bob Dylan’s “A Hard Rain’s A-Gonna Fall” the official theme of the Climate Change Conference in[image: image1][image: image2] Copenhagen. Additionally, as night falls around the world, people across the globe will be holding coordinated vigils of their own, from a group outside the US embassy in typhoon-damaged Manila, to a crowd of thousands in Copenhagen, the site of the UN Climate talks.

WHEN & WHERE:
December 12th, 4:00pm at Federal Plaza (50 W Adams St. Chicago)
****

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
Photos from events happening all over the world will be available for free use at: http://350.org/media and www.avaaz.org/realdeal 

For more information on the global 350 campaign, please visit www.350.org or contact Jamie Henn in Copenhagen, jamie@350.org.

For global information on the "world wants a real deal" please visit www.avaaz.org or contact media@avaaz.org or if it’s urgent call Lisa Main (New York): + 347 278 3763 or Alice Willson (Brussels/Copenhagen): + 32 470 860 660.

ABOUT “The World Wants a Real Deal” AND 350.org

The December 12th day of action is coordinated by a coalition of major environmental and anti-poverty organizations as well as faith, civic and youth networks called the TCKTCKTCK campaign for the ticking-clock urgency of climate change. http://www.tcktcktck.org
 “The World Wants a Real Deal” is a joint effort coordinated by the TckTckTck, 350.org, and Avaaz campaigns to call for a fair, ambitious and binding climate treaty in Copenhagen. 

350.org coordinated an International Day of Climate Action in late October that CNN called “the most widespread day of political action in the planet's history,” with 5,200 rallies in 181 countries. The campaign is calling on world leaders to create a climate agreement that lowers the level of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere below 350 parts per million, what scientists say is the safe upper limit.

Avaaz.org is part of the campaign effort to urge world leaders to sign a real deal at the United Nations Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen - on that is fair, ambitious and binding.  www.avaaz.org/realdeal  

A Real Deal on Climate means: a) Fair - $200 Billion in climate financing for poorer countries. b) Ambitious - a 2015 peak year for carbon emissions and a safe carbon level of 350 parts per million in the atmosphere. c) Binding - legally enforceable. 

Avaaz.org is a global campaign network of 3.6 million citizens who take action for a more just and peaceful world. “Avaaz” means “Voice” in many languages. www.avaaz.org  
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